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Press Release
BMC Launch Celebrates Success Through Adversity
The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) and the West Yorkshire Caribbean Council of Churches (WYACCC) hosted the launch of their latest projects at the New Testament Church of God in Leeds on Saturday October 11th. The celebration featured the launch of a regional directory of BMCs containing church information and 6 more detailed stories of churches and their journeys towards greater social action and support within their communities.

The speakers were led by Bishop Barrey Allen of Halifax, featured in the directory.
He spoke of his journey towards establishing a focus for the community that provides so much more than church service. This journey has seen him remortgage his own house, lose his source of income, face the threat of repossession, suffer malicious damage and come face to face with a man with a gun. However, signs such as a local glass company offering to replace the windows for free, indicated that he was doing the right thing.
The publication of the Directory and the recent appointment of Mo Elliott as Regional Development Coordinator are the result of a partnership between CRC and WYACCC to encourage churches into action, to facilitate good practice across all denominations and enable increased contribution to the life and vibrancy of all communities in the region.
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BMC Launch Celebrates Success Through Adversity 2/…
“Partnership is the best way forward. We are all God’s church, we are all going to the same place, we all have the same aims,” explains Bishop Allen. 
The event also celebrated black history month, and the Chair of WYACCC, Gloria Hanley, reflected on the experience of black Christians in Britain, “The Caribbean immigrants of the 50s and 60s encountered widespread rejection on racial grounds when they attended mainstream churches. I am so happy today that they were not discouraged. WYACCC has been successful in breaking down barriers since it's inception 10 years ago. I can truly say that we are on the move. As chair, I am excited as to what God has in store for us and it is my hope and prayer that all of you gathered here would want to be part of this new beginning.

“CRC’s ethos compels us to promote justice, hope and equality for all, particularly the marginalised in our society and to work collaboratively for stronger practical outcomes,” comments Graham Brownlee, CRC’s Chief Executive. “CRC are therefore committed to working in partnership to eradicate all forms of discrimination and injustice against persons or groups of people and to embrace diversity in our policy work and delivery.

Ends
For more information contact Gillian Murray, Media Officer tel. 0113 244 3413 mobile 07971 631049 or email gillian.murray@crc-online.org.uk
or Mo Elliott, Regional Development Coordinator tel. 0113 245 0970 or email mo.elliott@crc-online.org.uk.
or Graham Brownlee Chief Executive tel. 0113 244 3413 or email graham.brownlee@crc-online.org.uk
Ref CRC 25004  October 22nd 2004
BMC Launch Celebrates Success Through Adversity 3/…
Editors Notes:

1. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 as the lead body for faith and regeneration in Yorkshire and the Humber. CRC aims to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the 3,500 churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 
2. CRC provides a voice for faith in the region through the faith seat on the Yorkshire and Humber regional assembly, and holds at £1.5 million contract with Yorkshire Forward to equip churches as integral partners in an inclusive and cohesive society.
3. CRC are accountable to church leaders in the region including black majority church leaders.
4. CRC have partnered with WYACCC to publish this directory as part of its role to provide a voice for all churches in the region and to facilitate good practice across all denominations to increase their capacity and contribution to the life and vibrancy of all communities in the region.
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