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Press Release
CRC Convention Calls for Moral Imperative to End Global Poverty
International faith speaker, Jim Wallis, talked of the massive global apathy and realities of global poverty at the convention organized by Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) in Northallerton Friday July 2nd. With almost half the world living on less than $2 a day and 30,000 children dying needlessly each day due to preventable causes like hunger, disease, and lack of safe water,  the moral and political will to bring global poverty to an end needs to be found.
“For the first time in history, we have the information, knowledge, technology, and resources to bring the worst of global poverty to an end,” comments Jim Wallis. “Today’s world needs renewal through vital action and credible voices.  The Church has much to offer as it provides a balance of social action, campaigning voices and options for hope and justice, providing a distinctive contribution to politics, values and change as we bring together big issues and practical action that are really rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ.”

Only a new moral, spiritual, and even religious energy in relation to the problems of global poverty will enable us to create the critical political will. Even some of the world’s political leaders who are focused on this question (whether they themselves are religious or not), are coming to realize the need for a moral imperative.

More/…
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The religious communities of the world could provide that imperative in the struggle to eliminate the world's most extreme poverty.  New options for public life, and even political policy choices, can be inspired by our best moral and religious traditions; especially when present options are failing some fundamental ethical tests.

Jim Wallis also urged churches to offer rays of hope as an alternative to the current politics of fear. 

“Jim’s analysis resonated with convention delegates and echoed the emphasis of CRC which is to advocate a positive and distinct contribution of faith” comments Revd Graham Brownlee, Chief Executive of CRC. “At this particular time, our Christian faith can offer hope and practical solutions on issues of justice, community, and opportunity. CRC is ready to equip the churches to make an exciting contribution that is central to our presence at many levels of society.” 

Jim Wallis provided the keynote speech at CRC’s convention which focused on global issues and local action.  The 170 delegates also listened to Joy Carroll, the ‘Real Vicar of Dibley’ relating global issues such as poverty to action in local communities, and attended workshops, exhibitions and chat rooms.
ENDS
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Editors Notes:

1. Jim Wallis is an international commentator on ethics and public life and a spokesperson for faith-based initiatives to overcome poverty. Wallis founded Sojourners – Christians for justice and peace – more than 30 years ago and continues to serve as the editor of Sojourners magazine, covering faith, politics and culture. In 1995, Wallis formed Call to Renewal, a national federation of churches, denominations, and faith-based organizations working to overcome poverty. Wallis speaks at more than 200 events a year and his columns appear in the New York Times, Washington Post, and Los Angeles Times. His most recent book is Faith Works: How Faith-Based Organizations are Changing Lives, Neighborhoods, and America (Random House, 2000). 
2. Joy Carroll’s ministry in inner-city London parishes embraced the needs of the poor, the homeless, the mentally ill, families and the elderly. She is married to Jim Wallis and now works as a Priest in Washington, USA, regularly contributing to press, radio and tv. She has written a book about her life and work as a Priest in the Church of England: ‘Beneath the Cassock. ‘The Real life Vicar of Dibley,’ published in 2002 by Harper Collins, UK.

3. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 
4. CRC provides a voice for faith in the region through the faith seat on the Yorkshire and Humber regional assembly, and receives significant funding from the Yorkshire Forward to equip churches as integral partners in an inclusive and cohesive society.
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