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Press Release
Educational Achievement Research Published
Innovative research on educational achievement has been published in conjunction with the Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) to address the increasing gap between national averages and the attainment of pupils of Pakistani and Kashmiri heritage. The RAISE project draws upon the importance of faith and culture, and the potential of faith communities, schools and families and was funded by Yorkshire Forward as part of its commitment to and investment in initiatives to encourage cohesion. 

“Our shared responsibility is to ensure that all children and young people achieve their potential whatever their religious, cultural and ethnic background and whichever school they attend,” comments Stephen Twigg, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools addressing the audience of 120 educationalists, school children and other interested professionals who attended the launch in Leeds. “I strongly believe that the best counter to the voices of extremism and hatred is good, strong education that celebrates diversity and achievement.”

The practical handbook encompasses case studies from across the country on themes such as leadership, language, disadvantage and Islamophobia and demonstrates how attainment can be raised.  Issues and recommendations from the research are likely to be encompassed in curricular and policy developments in government and education.
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The handbook also addresses the challenges and issues that exist that may previously have been thought taboo to enable honest and creative dialogue with mosque communities – a key influence on young people, without which experts believe standards will not be raised. The hankbook launch was held in Leeds in partnership with Education Leeds. Guests from schools in the city highlighted good practice and success in raising achievement of Pakistani learners. 
“Building opportunity for Pakistani and Kashmiri young people is a task shared by faith communities as well as schools, families and wider society, comments Graham Brownlee, Chief Executive with CRC. “CRC’s involvement with the RAISE project demonstrates the positive contribution and practical contribution that faith can make to tough issues.”
The Handbook entitled ‘The Achievement of Pakistani Learners: work in progress’ is published by Trentham books ISBN 1 85856 335 6 available from www.trentham-books.co.uk.
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For more information contact Gillian Murray, Media Officer tel. 0113 244 3413 mobile 07971 631049 or email gillian.murray@crc-online.org.uk
or Graham Brownlee Chief Executive tel. 0113 244 3413 or email graham.brownlee@crc-online.org.uk
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Editors Notes:

1. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 as the lead body for faith and regeneration in Yorkshire and the Humber. CRC aims to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the 3,500 churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 
2. CRC provides a voice for faith in the region through the faith seat on the Yorkshire and Humber regional assembly, and holds at £1.5 million contract with Yorkshire Forward to equip churches as integral partners in an inclusive and cohesive society.
3. RAISE was established in 2002 by the Uniting Britain Trust in association with CRC. 

4. The RAISE handbook has been informed by case studies written in the following LEAs: Bradford, Derby, Kirklees, Leeds, Leicester, Manchester, Nottingham, Redbridge, Rotherham, Sheffield and Slough and can be read at www.insted.co.uk/raise.html.
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