[image: image1.png]The Churches
Regional Commission
for Yorkshire and the Humber



Press Release
Initiative Development Fund Unveiled
The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) has announced the details of this year’s Initiative Development Fund which aims to support innovative church work. The fund has increased to £25,000 building on the success of the 14 projects supported last year. It seeks to promote new approaches which will become models for others and is open to local churches and church projects, particularly those working partnership with other denominations, faiths, and public, business, or voluntary organisations.

“We know that churches are involved in almost every community and providing an impressive range of social action. Yet there are new ideas waiting to be acted on, new partnerships to be started, and fresh opportunities to be grasped. The Churches Regional Commission is keen to encourage local churches to go for it,” commented Julian Cummins, CRC’s Chair.
CRC aim to sponsor contributions to social inclusion, rural renaissance, culture, inter-faith working and lifelong learning, which are at the heart of the CRC’s current action. These areas are designed to be as inclusive as possible and to be open to a wide range of proposals.  

Currently, CRC are particularly interested to encourage initiatives relating to environmental action, disability partnerships, social enterprise, healthy living and links with education in schools or colleges. For 2004/05 there is a special theme, which the CRC is developing in partnership with the Countryside Agency. This is for work with young people to develop links between urban and rural communities. 

More/…
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If you are starting something new, or extending the work of an existing project in one, or more, of these themes, it’s worth getting in touch. What you are planning may fit more than one theme. CRC can fund a study, support for a group, or the time put in by workers, but not building work. This fund can also be used alongside other sources of funding.

Last year’s fund supported a range of initiatives across the region including Eternal Benefits Furniture in Hull which collects unwanted furniture and delivers it to low-income people. The funding contributed towards the set up of training and tools costs for a new employee to recycle white goods (fridges, cookers and washing machines). In Sheffield, Initiative Development Funding contributed towards the staffing costs of the Victoria Community Enterprise Community Café, part of a multi-purpose centre at a large Victorian church in Sheffield 2, a deprived multi cultural inner city area. The café promotes healthy living and acts as a focus for the local community and volunteering.
To find out more and receive an application form visit www.crc-online.org.uk, email info@crc-online.org.uk or tel. 0113 244 3413

ENDS
For more information contact Gillian Murray, Media Officer tel. 0113 244 3413 mobile 07971 631049 or email gillian.murray@crc-online.org.uk
or Graham Brownlee Chief Executive tel. 0113 244 3413 or email graham.brownlee@crc-online.org.uk
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Editors Notes:

1. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 
2. CRC provides a voice for faith in the region through the faith seat on the Yorkshire and Humber regional assembly, and receives significant funding from the Yorkshire Forward to equip churches as integral partners in an inclusive and cohesive society.
Opportunities for Journalist and Editors

1. Quotes, interviews and photography can be arranged from individuals, churches and projects representing particular denominations.
2. Existing photography is available of Julian Cummins, CRC’s Chair (some of which is viewable at www.crc-online.org.uk under news, images)
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