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Press Release
Jim Wallis at CRC’s July Convention
The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) has announced Jim Wallis as the keynote speaker for their convention on July 2nd 2004. As an international commentator and spokesperson for faith-based initiatives, Jim will set the scene for CRCs event entitled ‘Global and Local: Connecting People to Big Issues and Practical Action’. The convention aims to relate specific issues from the global arena to the experiences of grassroots action in the region.
The convention will also feature Joy Carroll, one of the first women to be ordained as a Priest in England in 1994 and inspiration for the series, the Vicar of Dibley. A range of experts from across the region will run special interest workshops on a variety of issues such as campaigning, praying with your community, asylum seekers, diversity and fair trade.
In contrast to last year’s event which attracted over 160 delegates to Magna in Rotherham, the convention travels north of the county to Northallerton in North Yorkshire where the Baptist and Methodist churches will jointly host the event.

“This year’s convention will not only make global issues meaningful to local action, it only aims to promote our shared voice and action” comments Graham Brownlee, Chief Executive of CRC.
More/…

Jim Wallis at CRC’s July Convention 2/…

For more information on the convention, contact CRC on 0113 244 3413 or email info@crc-online.org.uk or download an application form from www.crc-online.org.uk .
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Editors Notes:

1. Jim Wallis is an international commentator on ethics and public life and a spokesperson for faith-based initiatives to overcome poverty. Wallis founded Sojourners – Christians for justice and peace – more than 30 years ago and continues to serve as the editor of Sojourners magazine, covering faith, politics and culture. In 1995, Wallis formed Call to Renewal, a national federation of churches, denominations, and faith-based organizations working to overcome poverty. Wallis speaks at more than 200 events a year and his columns appear in the New York Times, Washington Post, and Los Angeles Times. His most recent book is Faith Works: How Faith-Based Organizations are Changing Lives, Neighborhoods, and America (Random House, 2000). 
2. Joy Carroll’s ministry in inner-city London parishes embraced the needs of the poor, the homeless, the mentally ill, families and the elderly. She is married to Jim Wallis and now works as a Priest in Washington, USA, regularly contributing to press, radio and tv. She has written a book about her life and work as a Priest in the Church of England: ‘Beneath the Cassock. ‘The Real life Vicar of Dibley,’ published in 2002 by Harper Collins, UK.

3. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 
4. CRC provides a voice for faith in the region through the faith seat on the Yorkshire and Humber regional assembly, and receives significant funding from the Yorkshire Forward to equip churches as integral partners in an inclusive and cohesive society.
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