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Press Release
Rural Bishop launches latest church tourism project at Great Yorkshire Show 
The Right Reverend James Bell visited the Great Yorkshire Show today to officially launch the latest project by the North Yorkshire Tourism Initiative (NYTI). ‘Seeking St Hilda’ is a tourist trail leaflet of sites in Whitby and the North York Moors, an idea that came from the parishes in the area who were keen to raise awareness of their local saint. It is the latest project from the NYTI, a partnership between the Yorkshire Tourist Board and Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC), designed to raise awareness in the historic, cultural, spiritual places that the region has to offer. 

Bishop James Bell comments: "I am delighted to be present for the launch of ‘Seeking St Hilda’. The North Yorkshire Churches Tourism Initiative spearheaded by Zoe Kemp is making an important contribution to raising the profile of rural churches and, with tourism a vital part of the rural economy, our churches can play an important role in attracting visitors to the area.”
The North Yorkshire Tourism Initiative is just one of the projects in the ‘Sowing the Seed’ exhibition in the Churches Pavilion this year which also featured in a ground breaking report on rural issues of the same title published by the Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC). 
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Revd Dr Julian Cummins, Chair of the CRC comments, “Sowing the Seed not only provides a snapshot of the countryside at a time of huge change, it also gives examples of the range of work undertaken by church groups to address issues within their communities. It shows the benefit of churches responding to the needs of local communities at this time of adversity.” 

Sowing the Seed includes stories of projects from across the region to illustrate good practice in particular communities and a number of recommendations such as the role of Churches in supporting the procurement and consumption of local food and the concept of Fair Trade to include local ethical producers of food.
“We wanted to create a marketplace that celebrates the report and enables the projects featured to express life and faith in rural communities to a wider audience,” explains Revd David Eyles, Chair of Yorkshire Church on Show who organised the exhibition.
Sowing the Seed exhibition is in the Church Pavilion stand 053 at the Great Yorkshire Show July 13th – 15th 2004 in Harrogate. Find out more from CRC tel. 0113 244 3413 or visit www.crc-online.org.uk. Copies of ‘Seeking St Hilda’ can be ordered from the Yorkshire Tourist Board tel. 01904 707070.
Ends
For more information contact Gillian Murray, Media Officer tel. 0113 244 3413 mobile 07971 631049 or email gillian.murray@crc-online.org.uk
or Graham Brownlee Chief Executive tel. 0113 244 3413 or email graham.brownlee@crc-online.org.uk
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Editors Notes:

1. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 as the lead body for faith and regeneration in Yorkshire and the Humber. CRC aims to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the 3,500 churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 
2. CRC provides a voice for faith in the region through the faith seat on the Yorkshire and Humber regional assembly, and holds at £1.5 million contract with Yorkshire Forward to equip churches as integral partners in an inclusive and cohesive society.
3. Yorkshire Church On Show organises annual faith based exhibitions in the Church Pavilion of the Great Yorkshire Show. It is supported by the Anglican Dioceses of Bradford, Ripon and Leeds, Sheffield, Wakefield, and York, the Baptist Union, the Methodist Districts of Darlington, Leeds, West Yorkshire and York and Hull, Quaker Outreach in Yorkshire, The Roman Catholic Diocese of Leeds and the Salvation Army.
4. Sowing the Seed was published by CRC in November 2003. It identifies the need for churches to become active within their communities to tackle poverty, exclusion, racism and isolation and spearhead a renaissance. The stories in the report indicate that churches are beginning to respond in this region with a wide range of local community projects including those examples featured in the Great Yorkshire Show exhibition

5. Speaking at the time of the report’s launch, the Archbishop of York commented, "At a time of unprecedented change in rural areas the quality and messages of Sowing the Seed are worthy of national attention. This report highlights the presence and capacity of the church to respond to local and national needs as demonstrated in its response to the foot and mouth crisis that still impacts on local communities." 
6. The North Yorkshire Tourism Initiative is a partnership between CRC and the Yorkshire Tourist Board that supports churches develop their profile as sites of heritage, cultural and spiritual interest. With over 240 churches actively involved in the project, and links to nine of the county's major ecclesiastical sites, it is now one of the largest initiatives of its kind in the country. In addition the Project has now allocated over £30,000 to 70 church-based interpretation projects which will enhance the understanding and enjoyment of visitors to the county's churches. Find out more from Zoe Kemp, Project Co-ordinator tel. 01977 614764 email zkemp@ytb.org.uk
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