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Press Release

Street Pastor Visits Yorkshire
Revd Les Isaac, founder of the Street Pastor programme in London met this week in Leeds with 100 representatives from the church and police to discuss the role of street pastors on inner city streets. Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) and the West Yorkshire African Caribbean Council of Churches (WYACCC) organised this event in response to growing concerns within local communities. Participants heard how the inner cities of London, Manchester and Birmingham have already reported a marked reduction in criminal activity among the youth since the Street Pastor teams began patrolling the streets.
“There is a window of opportunity for church leaders to work on this issue. There is also a conviction amongst ordinary members of the congregation that something needs to be done,” comments Les Isaac following the meeting. “This is not just a black church initiative. We need to reach out to white churches to work in partnership.”
Street Pastors originated in Jamaica as the churches response to the increasing violence and gun crime in their communities. It started in the UK following the brutal murders of two teenagers Latisha Shakespeare and Charlene Ellis in Birmingham at the beginning of 2003. It involves trained members of the church going out into their communities to interact with young people who gather on street corners. Street Pastors have also successfully worked alongside the police in calming potentially inflammatory incidents. 

More/…
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“We look forward to taking this community based initiative forward which together with the support of other agencies such as the police, councils, schools and youth programmes, could turn young people in our region away from crime,” explains Gloria Hanley Chair of WYACCC.
“CRC are committed to enabling the church to take a lead role on this issue of street crime and community safety,” comments Graham Brownlee, CRC’s Chief Executive

“This is an example of where churches in this region are taking a lead on tackling issues of concern in our communities and taking direct action which builds on their presence and distinct contribution in all communities. Our shared aim is to include the whole diversity of the Christian church to deliver a transformation in local communities.” 

Ends

For more information contact Gillian Murray, Media Officer tel. 0113 244 3413 mobile 07971 631049 or email gillian.murray@crc-online.org.uk
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Editors Notes:

1. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 as the lead body for faith and regeneration in Yorkshire and the Humber. CRC aims to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the 3,500 churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 

2. CRC provides a voice for faith in the region through the faith seat on the Yorkshire and Humber regional assembly, and holds at £1.5 million contract with Yorkshire Forward to equip churches as integral partners in an inclusive and cohesive society.
3. CRC are accountable to church leaders in the region including black majority church leaders.
4. CRC have partnered with WYACCC to encourage black churches to work together to develop action which makes an increased contribution to the life and vibrancy of all communities in the region. Existing work includes appointment of a Regional Development Coordinator, Mo Elliott who has organised this meeting, and publication of the first regional directory of Black Majority Churches launched last month.
5. Street Pastors is an inter-denominational Church response to urban problems, engaging with people on the streets to care, listen and dialogue. It was pioneered in London in January 2003 by Rev Les Isaac, Director of the Ascension Trust, and has seen some remarkable results, including drops in crime in areas where teams have been working. Visit www.streetpasters.org.uk or tel the Ascension Trust on 0207 771 9770
6. Les Isaac comments: “As Christians we want to bring practical solutions to the rising tide of gun culture and the crisis which faces our inner cities. We do not present ourselves as people with our heads in heaven. We are indeed heavenly minded, but we also believe that we have an earthly use! The Street Pastors Initiative spearheaded by Ascension Trust is working with community agencies, mobilising the church to pray for gun-affected areas, and thinking seriously about the critical needs of our society.”
7. In a recent late night tour of the streets of Brixton with Les Isaac, Michael Howard was reported as saying: "We should encourage churches to make the most of the authority they have, particularly in areas like this. I don't believe the state can solve everything and solutions that emerge from the community can have a powerful impact." Visit: http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/news/articles/13281241?source=Evening%20Standard 
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