
[image: image2.jpg]The Churches
Regional Commission
for Yorkshire and the Humber




Working Together_
A Summary of the Home Office Report 

on Co-operation between 

Government and Faith Communities

August 2004

Introduction_
This briefing paper from the Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) provides a convenient overview of the Home Office report. It highlights the report’s main points, includes extracts of some key paragraphs, and provides a response from CRC.

The report, Working Together: Co-operation between Government and Faith Communities (February 2004) came out as a result of a six-month inquiry. The government have seen the role of faith communities as crucial in their agenda of regeneration, community cohesion and citizenship. They are concerned that links should be made and understanding of faith communities increased to enable increased respect and celebration in a peaceful and diverse society. The inquiry looked at the role of faith communities at a practical level, working with government, involving government ministers, advisors and representatives of the nine major faiths. It looked at the role of faith communities in influencing and implementing policy. 
CRC are keen to disseminate this information as part of its role in equipping churches and providing a voice for faith. Copies of the report are available from the Home Office or at: www.homeoffice.gov.uk/docs3/workingtog_faith040329.pdf
Liz Carnelley  
Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber

20 New Market Street

Leeds

LS1 6DG

Tel_0113 244 3413

www.crc-online.org.uk
Report Foreword_
In the Foreword written by David Blunkett, the report observes that until now, Government’s engagement with faith communities has been “patchy”. A review steering group has been chaired by Fiona Mactaggart and produced the Working Together report. In a year’s time the review group will reconvene to evaluate its impact. 

Report Recommendations_
National Consultations

Recommendations to Government within the report include:
· Allow time for consultations, involve key people, target carefully

· Discuss approaches with Home Office Faith Communities Unit

· Pursue “faith literacy” and participate in internal faith awareness training
· Recognise differences between/amongst faiths

· Ensure women, young people and older people are represented
Capacity is key; Government should consider allocating resources to allow faith bodies to take part in national consultations.
Recommendations to faith communities include:
· Be persistent, remind departments of the importance of involving faiths

· Develop appropriate structures

· Include women, young people, older people. 

Local consultations

· Use local interfaith bodies where appropriate
· Be sensitive

Regional

· Make use of regional bodies to engage with emerging regional inter-faith and single faith structures

· Regional structures should recognise that faith-based bodies are a distinctive part of civil society and of the Voluntary and Community Sector (VCS) and can make a significant contribution to social cohesion 

· The Faith Communities Unit will map the extent to which faith communities benefit from funding programmes aimed at VCS/Black Minority and Ethnic (BME) infrastructure, capacity & projects, and to take action to address deficiencies
· Government to look at faith based bodies’ involvement in regional structures and their access to capacity building support, encouraging the recognition they are part of the VCS – result to be considered in  a year’s time

Central
Government to widen central consultation with faith bodies and consider whether new developments are necessary

Report Extracts_
Some important paragraphs in the body of the report are extracted here which draw on the main points.
“Faith communities make an extremely important contribution to the richness and strength of the UK and to community development, education, social inclusion and heritage” (page 7) 

2.2.3 “Officials should be aware that faith community organisations are fully eligible to apply for funding from programmes designed to support the VCS infrastructure and projects (but not to proselytise)”
2.2.27 “Faith issues should be included in staff diversity training; departments might consider giving someone a brief for liaising with faiths”
2.2.35 “Consultations should engage with the historic nine faiths if possible, and others where appropriate”
2.2.38 “The Christian churches are a crucial constituency and should always be included”
2.2.39 “Non-religious groups – eg humanists – should be invited to comment”
2.4.5 “Departments can fail to recognise that sometimes it is not possible to provide a consolidated view – there may be different views within a faith community”
2.4.7 “Sometimes faith communities find it difficult to access funding for projects – there is still a suspicion within Government that it is to promote religion. Blanket rules requiring inter faith partnership at every level are unhelpful; these can be inappropriate or impractical”
3.2.17 “Events and celebrations should not just be the usual suspects, there should be diverse ages, and 30% women”
3.2.16 “Faith groups should be persistent in applying for funding even if told faith groups are not eligible – they probably are”
3.2.17 “Faiths should try to be involved in VCS and BME structures where appropriate”
5.5.1 “Maintaining a regional presence can be difficult for smaller faith communities; some structures have developed though – the Churches Regional Network and the West Midlands faith forum”
5.5.2 “Regional infrastructure bodies vary as to how faith groups are included. Long-term, a more strategic and comprehensive approach is needed”
5.5.6 “Although the beneficiaries of the Regional Networks programme may include faith-based voluntary projects, the extent to faith communities are in reality part of Regional Networks and benefit from support varies; in some regions such as Yorkshire and Humber, faith-based bodies and projects are recognised as an important and distinctive part of the sector; in others, faith communities may struggle to gain access”
Consultation Pilot Project_
Research undertaken in Leeds on Faiths and the rehabilitation of offenders is included in Working Together report. The project was led by Kim Knott and Matt Francis, with members of the (multi-faith) Community.
The research aimed to gather data in order to achieve the following objectives:

(i) examine the effectiveness of local faith, inter-faith and other relevant bodies, networks and mechanisms as ways of gathering views of local faith communities on an aspect of Government policy and practice;

(ii) to gather, analyse and present data on 1. the attitudes of faith communities to the rehabilitation of young male offenders and 2. the role of faith communities in their support.
Chapter 3 of the report details the findings for objective (i) which include:

· timetables for research must be realistic due to the lack of paid administrative staff in many religious organisations;

· working with inter-faith and multi-faith groups and networks proved to be more useful in the distribution of questionnaires than contacting places of worship directly;

· focus groups proved to be the most effective way of gathering views and information;
· successful faith consultation depends, to a great extent, on the existence of multi-faith bodies which can demonstrate good links at grass roots level with faith communities.

The Consulting Faith Communities research provides important information both on effective methods of consultation with faith communities, as well as the roles and attitudes of faith communities on the specific issue of assisting in the rehabilitation of ex-offenders. The full report is available from the Home Office at http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/docs3/finalrep_faithcomms04.pdf 
CRC response_
It is very good that faith is being recognised as important since 77% of people in the 2001 census identified as belonging to a faith community. Faith communities have an awful lot to give to local communities, regional and national policy. 

It is good that the report recognises that national policy – to include faith communities, and let them have funding for good projects – is not always reflected at local level where there is incomprehension of why faith communities may be involved in projects – aren’t they just trying to convert people?? – and mistrust of faith groups’ involvement.
The report correctly identifies a lack of knowledge and awareness of faith  - public bodies, businesses and the voluntary and community sector all need more “religious literacy”. 
The report suggests that faith communities should become more involved with the voluntary and community sector (VCS), and the BME (black and minority ethnic  communities) sector, whilst recognising that faith communities are a distinctive and important part of the sector. CRC entirely agrees that faith communities need to work in partnership with others, and are not often aware of the help, support and advice they could receive through the infrastructures of the VCS and local and regional level. They also agree that faith communities are an important and distinctive part of the sector, and that faith cannot be subsumed into a generalised faith or BME category as faith communities are not homogonous ethnic communities. For example, there are Black/Chinese/Asian Christians, and Muslims could be from Somalia, Pakistan or the Yemen, and there are some white Muslims/Sikhs/Buddhists etc. 
One issue for churches and other faith groups is that they do not see themselves as “a voluntary group” but as a church, or a mosque, or whatever, and therefore most places of worship and religious organisations probably do not see themselves as part of the VCS at all. There needs to be a lot of work to help faith groups see the benefits and strengths of being included and active in the VCS, and to help the VCS see faith groups as important and yet distinct partners. 
Whilst there may be some commonality with organisations in the VCS, faith communities also offer a distinct contribution with fundamental differences in motivation, mission, scope and scale.
In terms of local, sub-regional and regional levels, it varies how faith groups are involved. There are different levels of inter-faith groups and organisations in different places in the region. There certainly does need to be a strategic approach, and the mainstream churches need to identify an approach to interfaith working in localities. On a regional level, the CRC are working with the Yorkshire and Humber Assembly to proceed towards a Regional Faith Forum to allow other faiths as well as Christian to have a voice at regional level, and promote inter-faith working across the region. However, in doing this it is important for relationships to be built with individual faiths and not just inter-faith groups who can be marginal.
The pilot project is important as it shows the value and potential of faith communities to be involved in projects which serve the community and have a bearing on government policy – in this case the resettlement of offenders.

Further Reading​_
Building on Faith, ed. Doreen Finneron and Adam Dinham, Church Urban Fund 2002

Faith and Community: A good practice guide for Local Authorities,  Local Government Association 2002 (free from the LGA website – www.lga.gov.uk)

Guidance on community cohesion LGA, Home Office, CRE, ODPM and the Inter-faith network for the UK 2003 (free from the LGA website – www.lga.gov.uk)

Partnership for the Common Good: Interfaith structures and local government

LGA, Home Office, ODPM and the Inter-faith network for the UK  2003 (free)

Local Interfaith Activity in the UK: A survey 2003 £8.95 from the Inter-Faith Network
‘Faith’ in Urban Regeneration?  The Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Policy Press 2003
Religion in England and Wales: findings from the 2001 Home Office Citizenship Survey Maria O’Beirne Home Office Research Study 274 March 2004[image: image1.png]



3
1

