Rogation Sunday Thoughts 
2008

Since the depressed Autumn markets, caused in part by the effects of Foot and Mouth and Blue Tongue movement restrictions, and which forced sales in a unnatural sequence, more recent prices obtained for beef and lamb have reached highs not seen for many years and in some cases are the highest ever average, for commercial stock. These prices, while being very welcome, are of little comfort to the farmers who were forced to sell in the Autumn. However the picture for the farmers selling their stock in the past few weeks is a  bright one, although the rapidly rising cost of inputs is very frightening, with fuel going up on an almost daily basis and fertilizer more than doubling in the past 12 months.  

The rising cost of inputs will curb some profits and slow down the long overdue recovery, but there is a spring in the step of many farmers who are starting to feel wanted and even loved again. As the demand for food by China and India increases, the world market is going to get tighter with prices remaining firm. The problem is the cost of oil based inputs and the effect on margins. The amount of grassland that is being ploughed out and Setaside that is being sown is quite staggering as you drive around the countryside. This will lead to extra cereal production, possibly at the expense of livestock production. Many farmers with land that will plough and grow wheat, barley etc. are, despite the record prices of the last few weeks,  taking the long term view that arable is better than livestock which involves the ever increasing burdens of double tagging etc. coupled with the threat of Blue Tongue and increasing restrictions on movement. The landlords are also looking at the past 6 fat months and forgetting the past 6 lean years with many notices for rent increases. The future looks a lot better than the past but it would be unwise to throw away the umbrella just yet, with the full effects of the credit crunch yet to be felt.  
The increasing burden of legislation is not just a problem for the farmer and country dweller. Often legislation has not been thought out by practical people in touch with the grass roots of the industry. The DEFRA, Trading Standard Officers and RPA staff who have to enforce this legislation on the ground are the ones who suffer the farmers wroth and are often in the firing line of farmer frustrations. These personnel are only the messengers and the average person has no access to the authors of some of this complicated and seemingly unnecessary legislation. When suggestions are passed on, acknowledgement and action are seldom forthcoming. This leads to further frustration in the countryside and further stress for both the junior officials and the farmer.  Please think of these people as well as the farming families at this time of Rogation.
What is the way ahead for the countryside? It will be exciting, fruitful and rewarding for many. Unfortunately for some there will continue to be problems. Opportunities to leave the industry or re-structure their businesses may have to be considered. Perhaps taking work off  the farm and letting the land to others who can increase the size of their more viable business will be an option and there may be those who decide to leave the industry altogether. The 3 farming charities RABI, FCN, and Addington will be there to help them with your support. Our work in supporting the farming and rural business community is currently being supported by Yorkshire Forward for 6 months until September, following the end of a five year programme of support through CRC to the end of March 2008.  This support has been greatly appreciated by support staff and those farmers and their families who have benefited. Various avenues of funding are being explored to enable the work of the Farming and Business Project to continue with some support from York and Hull Methodist district already sourced if further funding can be forthcoming to match this. Your thoughts and prayers are greatly appreciated at this time of uncertainty.
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