Thoughts from a Northern Mart January 2009 

A good old fashioned winter
These were the words I was greeted with at Hawes Auction Mart with the thermometer showing -8C.  Under a cloudless blue sky the Upper Dale looked fantastic. The farmer who greeted me with these comments on the weather said it was a few years since we’d had as good a freeze.  But without the wind to drive the frost into buildings etc., the water pipes were running well and so not too much time was being wasted thawing pipes out. “It will kill a lot of these bugs off” was a sentiment echoed by a lot farmers during past few days.
Prices 

The action by the milk companies in reducing their prices by up to 2p a litre is of great concern to the industry and will lead to a continuing exodus from the dairy industry as producers struggle to match 1989 prices for milk with 2009 input costs. These price cuts, added to the problems with TB, are causing the industry real concern. On a brighter note the prices for beef and lamb are very good. The strong price for beef was very evident at Thirsk Auction Mart where the top price achieved was 219.5 a kilo.  With a large number of animals achieving over 200 pence a kilo the total of 520 cattle sold averaged close to £1000 apiece. The downside of these good beef prices is that more and more capital is required to finance a beef fattening enterprise, and with some banks losing their flexibility, some extra stress is being experienced  

Lamb prices achieving an average of over £1.60 a kilo, meant farmers were a little happier, although when you talked to them they all said the prices were needed. Talking to farmers around the area reveals that while many have got their SFP, there are still a lot of problems with overpayment from previous years.  The RPA is saying yes, you have been overpaid but is having difficulty in matching it up with the farmers claim forms, resulting in some very stressful situations for many farmers. 

Crops 

The state of some crops sown in adverse conditions in the autumn, means that they will need a lot of tender and skilled care from the farmers in the coming Spring in order to get them to reasonable harvest next years. And with many farmers having to sow crops this spring for the first time for many years, let’s hope we have a good Spring.

Carol service  
A retiring collection at the carol service at Thirsk Auction Mart with the Archbishop of York raised £350 for FCN. This money, alongside all the other money raised for FCN and RABI, goes to support and help our industry. I know of numerous farmers over the Christmas period that the Farming Charities have been able to help as a result of the kind generosity of donations given to them. Please keep this up as in the hard times ahead more support will be needed.
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