Thoughts from a Northern Mart.
July 2008
 The Weather  
Well it was almost perfect at the Great Yorkshire Show as one Farmer remarked to me only raining on a night. The pig exhibitors might have disagreed as they got flooded out on the Wednesday night Thursday morning. The weather for the day time of the show was on a whole good if a little cool on the Tuesday the heavy rain over the preceding weekend, on the Monday and again on the Wednesday evening made it a littlie sticky underfoot and lead to the curtailing of events in the main ring. Weather in the rest of the month has been average with average rain and average sun not necessarily in long enough spells or as one Farmer said it has been a bachelor’s hay time (get it when you can). There has been some good hay and silage and the weather has spoilt some however there is still a lot to make. Potatoes and fodder beet are growing at rapid rate but like the cereal crops they could benefit from a prolonged spell of sun. 

Animal Health.
Farmers where pleased to hear of the release of more Blue tongue Vaccine and that the surveillance zone would be extended and more animals vaccinated. If this vaccine could have been available earlier it would have eased the work load a lot of sheep could have been vaccinated while gathered for clipping instead they will have to be got in again causing more work for a already stretched workforce. The governments decision not to undertake a cull of badgers will in many farmers eyes lead to rapid spread of TB from infected Badgers into the cattle herds of the UK, and while here in the north  the situation is no were near as bad in the south west, it is steadily spreading up country. The twin threats of Blue tongue and TB are causing some re thinking of farming policy with Farmers going out of livestock, a number of flocks have lambed for the last time in the area and some suckler herds are being sold.
Trends and prices 
Beef prices are still fairly good with lamb prices easing back, pig prices are moving up a bit the pig industry still needs some reduction in the cost of food or further improvement in price, all sectors of the livestock industry need a period of stability which brings reasonable return on  capital. The prices which seem to be going up almost daily is that of fuel with many modern tractors taking over £150 to fill up with Fuel. One cost that is often overseen is the cost of fuel for the quad bike which as become such a vital part of the modern farming scene. The duty on fuel is always a source of strife, but new heights where reached in the eyes of the farming community; when tractors belonging to a local agricultural contactor where being used to pull Wagons off the Great Yorkshire Show field where tested by customs and excise and told that they should be using white diesel instead of red agricultural diesel.

Highlights of the Great Yorkshire Show as well as the presence of her Majesty the Queen and Prince Philip. Included the sight of two rare species not seen in Yorkshire for 30 years namely the beardless John Gateneby and Frank Chisslet  who had there beards shaved in a fundraising event for RABI raising over £1500 . Another notable event at show was the launch of Stoneground a biography of John Rymer by Mike Keeble, It is a very good and informative account of the life and impact of one of the great man of British agriculture, whose vision and mission had as big an effect as Cooke of Holkham, Collins Brothers and the other great Agricultural visionaries, Copies of Stoneground  can be obtained by Mail order from JSR Ltd Southburn, Driffield, East Yorkshire YO25 9ED. At £10 + £ 1.50 p&p all proceeds going to RABI     
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