Thoughts from a Northern Mart. June 2008
The weather  
The general good weather continues with some very hot days which coupled with warm winds are drying up the land, as farmers are often heard to say we could do with a nice rain during the night . Some excellent silage and in one or two case hay have been made down on the flat. On a trip up to Hawes this week it is surprising how far up the dale grass is been cut.  Sheep shearing is now under way and the Sheep are appreciating the fact the wool is off, in the warmer weather .On the arable front barley has been in ear for sometime and a lot of Wheat is now in ear as well and crops look well.

 Blue Tongue.
The marketing problems caused by blue tongue continue with some markets suffering because of movement restrictions and others having bigger sales, what perhaps is not always understood is that it is not only the market that suffers because of lees animals going through. The canteens suffer because of less farmers attending the market, also the farm supply business are doing less trade as the farmers go to other markets and use the ones there, these are not always branches of the same company so some companies are finding it hard. The news that DEFRA have ordered another 13Millon doses of vaccine for type 8 blue tongue is welcomed 8 million doses of this is to be used in England the rest in Wales .Vaccine production is slightly behind at the moment and so the vaccination programme has slipped a littlie it is hoped that it will soon be back on course.
Trends and prices 
Prices for finished stock continue to be firm, this is just as well when faced with the ever rising cost of fuel in Leyburn the price of road diesel is 135p a litre this week. Nitrogen fertilizer is now reported at £360 a tone if you can get it.  It has been a long time for a lot of farmers especially those on the high farms who had to sell there stock in the autumn for a depressed price due to the disrupted markets caused by FM etc, some of these farmers  are contacting us and saying quiet frankly that they have run out of money and are at there limits with banks etc, Autumn sales are still some time off. A sobering thought came from the Cereals’ event from Andersons the consultants that the average cost of the inputs to grow a tonne of wheat next season would equate to price of £135 a tone for whet to break even, with out rent rises etc . Wensleydale as well as being a good farming area also is home to large Racing community with many national renowned trainers operating in the Midleham area. While talking to one of theses the other day I was told that the cost of fuel was causing them a lot of concern and also the cost of food for the horses was considerable higher then was anticipated last year . Whoever one thing that surprised me was the fact that the supply of wood shavings and sawdust that they used for bedding was getting harder to source because of the downturn in the house building industry. Sawdust and shavings are also used by a lot of farmers to replace straw for animal bedding.

The first shows of the season are getting under way and farmers will be taking the opportunity to enjoy them selves, and meet with the public there customer 
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