Thoughts from a Northern Mart March 2009 
So far so good, weather wise
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On the whole,  the first half of March has been good weather wise.  The land is drying out quite well with farmers able to catch up with land work finishing off last autumn’s sowing and getting on with spring work. With at least one field of potatoes still left from the autumn here in the North, this good weather is very welcome. The fields are starting to green up, the lambs are appearing and the display of daffodils all give the countryside a feeling of excitement and potential, there is a real buzz about the place.  As I ride around the countryside one of the most pleasing sights is the newly laid hedges in the Yorkshire style.  A lot of this work is being paid for by money received from the higher countryside stewardship schemes and it is great way of restoring the overgrown hedges and making good sustainable green stock fencing,  in every sense.

Prices remain OK
Prices remain, on the whole, satisfactory with only a little slippage.  As long as this does not get any worse the beef prices will be OK and pig prices continue to enjoy the effect of the Pound exchange rate being low. Milk prices are still under pressure and the major wholesalers and retailers will have to be careful with their procurement pricing or shortage of supplies will escalate as more producers cease production. Fertilizers prices have retreated from the high of last year, in part as the result of farmers holding back from ordering; some in protest against the price whilst others were unable to pay the high price being asked.  What some consumers saw as profiteering on the part of manufacturers has been reversed by falling demand.

Special sales  
Over the next few weeks special spring sales of livestock are being held at many markets; these are the forerunners of the agricultural show season which kicks off very soon. Many farmers will be proudly exhibiting there livestock at these shows over the coming months. They are the product of many months of hard work and years of careful selective breeding. As this will be the last “Thoughts” before Easter may I wish you all the best for Easter.
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