Thoughts from a Northern Mart July  2010
“A 100 not out” is a welcome sound to any Yorkshire man especially if he is a cricket player. Bob Ward a tractor and farm machinery salesman from Northallerton has reached a hundred days not out at the Great Yorkshire when it opened on Tuesday the 13th of July. This was his 100th day at the show selling farm machinery not a bad record. While I am sure there will be more people that can equal this, it is a still a great achievement and these people on the stands help to make these shows the great occasions they are.

Mobile phones and Farmers aren’t always the best mix but many more are getting on with them and they can be an invaluable asset in the farmers pocket alongside the pocketknife, baler band and other unmentionables. Some use them to see if tea is ready, others check prices etc and others direct wagons coming to collect produce. In most areas the farmer is always contactable, the other day a farmer told me of another use for them if the famer has an accident the normal thing to do is to dial 999, however if the farmer dials 122 instead it gets through to the emergency services just the same but checks and locates the location of the phone so giving the emergency services a location for their gps tracking devices, and so will assist them in getting to an emergency quickly.

Although it has been a little cooler and a bit damper in the last few days, there is still a serious water shortage developing, and shortage of fodder is starting to show. This shortage of fodder is showing in the price of straw with some straw crops lying in the field making £75 -£80 per acre before being baled and delivered to upland farms. With the price of wheat rising in Show week to a reported £120 a ton for December, these prices will be better for the arable farmer but not so good for the livestock man.  A Swaledale farmer summed up the weather, when he told me that he had got first cut silage finished, sheep sheared and hay time finished the only time he could ever remember this happening before was in 1976. Those of us of a certain age can remember that summer and how hot and dry it got, before the downpour of September.

Milk Prices to the farmer are firming and so giving a bit better return to most, the price of beef seems to have levelled out although lamb has weakened as more lamb comes onto the market, pigs are still giving a reasonable return. But the other intensive livestock industry of poultry is seeing a bit of as dip as over production of eggs exceeds demand. One bright spot on the egg front is the announcement of North Yorkshire County Council to source local Yorkshire eggs for catering establishments.   

The Great Yorkshire Show had many highlights throughout the 3 days from the record entries in the livestock section, the giant Yorkshire wheel, fantastic grand parade and the motorcycle display team, that did tricks you should definitely not try at home. One of the highlights from my point of view was the award to Howard Petch for outstanding contribution to Agriculture by Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institute and Yorkshire Agricultural Society. The visit of Princess Anne someone who is genuinely interested in the rural way of life was a highlight to many at the show. She took the time to talk to the farmers and other visitors in her casual and pleasant manner. Another highlight was a presentation to the three farming Charities ARC Addington, RABI and FCN from NFU Mutual of £75,000 to help with their work.    
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