CR Convention 2005 Workshop Notes:
1. Linking Justice and Spirituality
with Robert Spooner ASSIST, Sheffield

Statement:

Effective Christian Presence means openness to others with the hope of human flourishing and seeking the kingdom of God – translating gospel values into social action

Actions:

Source of truth and information on issues

CRC core values to judge others policies

Theological reflections – make connections:

· between social action and gospel

· between worship and justice

· between CRC and grassroots activity

Questions:

David Emison talked about evangelising – but what about in a multi-faith situation?

How do we connect to people with no church / faith connection at all?

2. Christian Presence in Rural Communities

with Cathy Westby, St Michael’s Cherry Burton

Statement:

Effective Christian Presence means:

Flexibility

A communicating presence

Integrated into the community

Transforming

Hospitable (engaging)

Actions:

- Re-skill enablers with newly needed skills e.g. theological reflection (confidence in gospel paramount)

- Encourage risk takers

- Share good practice across denominations e.g. church support networks

- Culture of expectation of church role hinders development

Questions?

How do you encourage different denominations to work together?

How do we better share good news stories across the churches?

How do we help people to walk away from their buildings without losing faith?

3. Effective Use of Church Buildings
with Rev Alan Boyd, Huddersfield Methodist Mission

Statement:

Effective Christian Presence means:

· being caring and friendly to everyone in your community

· being relevant to TODAY’S community
· getting beyond 1950s ideology

· being effective Christians

· focusing on God

Action:
Be prepared to be flexible and take risks with the use of buildings

If churches want to develop there is advice and expertise available (e.g. TfR)

Challenge authority – re-ordering

Get everyone on side early on

Be clear about what you’re about

Listing can be a positive opportunity

Churches are rapidly becoming the only social space in many areas particularly for vulnerable people
Link to other organisations

Consult with your community and meet need

Tap into existing research

Questions:

How do you release people from grief and get them to catch a new vision?

Where will the traditional worshipping church be in 20 years time?

4. Christian Presence in a Multi-Faith Context

with Rev Denise Poole, St Augustine’s Community Works, Bradford

Statement:

Effective Christian Presence is:

Being the hands and feet of Jesus in the community (practical, social and spiritual)

Begins with Christians themselves being and community reflecting the Body of Christ

Partnership with all

Being open to God in others (where and who ever)

Taking risks

Having confidence in the ‘Christ’ in ‘Christian Presence’

Not being afraid to be Christian and work with those of others faiths

Celebrating the creativity of God in ALL people

Seeing the image of God in the face of the other
Christians having the humility to be open to the gifts and riches of others

Actions:
Pursue something practical about recognising (and managing?) anxiety

Find ways of challenging racism and religious extremism

Important role for encouraging moderates within faiths to be able to express themselves in a diverse world

We need places to engage across the faith / non-faith divide

Questions:

Should there be a third ‘p’ – PARTNERSHIP and should evangelism not be part of everything?

Is ‘effectiveness’ the right word?

Can we see the image of God in the FAITH (as well as face) of others?

5. Christian Presence in Urban Estates
with Rev Gordon Dey, Housing Estates Link Parishes and St Christopher’s Bradford

A Jesus Shaped People – being a welcoming presence where people can be nurtured 

Prophetic voice and do things

Actions:

Help the Church become Jesus Shaped

Organise and publicise an event focusing on urban / estate cultures / voices / churches

What is / are the definition (s) of Church

Grassroots resurrection events

Questions:

What would you like the church to look like in 10 – 20 years time?

What would you do to make it happen?

What were the ‘flows’ in the ministry of Jesus?

6. Christian Partnership with Regeneration Initiatives

Pastor Delroy Hall, Church of God of Prophecy, Sheffield

Effective Christian Presence means

· listening to and engaging with the community beyond the church

· not being ashamed of its community

· not being apologetic about our faith

· don’t need to ram gospel down people’s throats if you’re confident

· people caring

· paying attention to people who come along

· doing things that no one else is prepared to do

· working with ‘difficult’ groups

· raising expectations

· we need to ask the question, what sort of community do we want?

· Be flexible – keep moving

Actions:

How could more church members be involved in the work the CRC does?

Encourage reflective practice and ‘learning to learn’ initiatives

How do we explore ‘bad practice’ or when things don’t work

7. Christian Presence in Street Culture

with Liz Ransford, Exodus Project, York

Effective Christian Presence means:

· questioning what we are about

· sharing the hope we have in Christ

· brings change / sudden or transforming over a period of time

· being salt and light in our communities – outside of our church buildings

· through listening prayer discerning what God is wanting us to do

· creating ‘lines of memorability’

Actions:

Have feedback from other workshops

Making space to reflect

More opportunity to network within chosen workshops

