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Press Release

St Gregory’s Rocks Bedale! 

St Gregory’s church will provide the backdrop for a rock concert to round off a daylong festival in Bedale on June 25th.  Bedale Music Festival is part of the town’s renaissance programme organised by Bedale and Community Plan Forum, and aims to showcase local talent as well as drawing visitors to the Yorkshire Dales town. The rock band finale has been sponsored the Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) as part of its new Treasure Revealed programme which promotes church engagement in culture, heritage and tourism.

“CRC are pleased to support St Gregory’s which puts the church in the heart of its community in a way that is innovative, inclusive and exciting.” comments Graham Brownlee, CRC’s Chief Executive. “CRC are particularly keen on projects such as this which involve people who wouldn’t normally connect with the church.” 

The Festival, to be called Bedale’s Summer Celebration, has a programme that has something for everyone.  Local scouts & guides will host a carnival procession with stalls, attractions, arts & craft workshops, refreshments and fairground rides. Following the day’s activities, the Music Festival kicks off with the final of a Battle of the Bands Competition, followed at 7.30pm with five feature bands.

More/…

St Gregory’s Rocks Bedale 2/…

“Bedale Music Festival celebrates young talent and spending time with friends and family on a, hopefully, HOT summer’s day in pleasant surroundings in Bedale Hall Park,” comments Catherine Megson of St Gregory’s Church. “We also aim to attract people to Bedale to show that this Georgian market town has a lot of offer through its tourist attractions, a distinct shopping experience and heritage.”

Ends

For more information contact Gillian Murray, Media Officer tel. 0113 244 3413 mobile 07971 631049 or email gillian.murray@crc-online.org.uk
or Catherine Megson, Event Co-ordinator tel. 01677 425099 email catherine@megson5216.fsnet.co.uk
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Editors Notes:

1. Bedale Music Festival is organised by the Events Working Party of the Bedale & Villages Community Plan Forum as part of the Bedale Renaissance Project which identified the need to promote the town. This is the second event, the first being the Christmas Medieval fayre.  

2. St Gregory's Church was involved in the renaissance project and now through committee members is part of the Community Plan forum who are developing this and some of the other projects which will benefit the town. In addition to promoting the town, the Music Festival is providing young people who have very little access to entertainment facilities, an evening of live music. Local aspiring musicians are also given an opportunity to play on a big stage at an outdoor event, with sound & light equipment previously from Newcastle City Hall.

3. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 as the lead body for faith and regeneration in Yorkshire and the Humber. CRC aims to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the 3,500 churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 

4. CRC’s Treasures Revealed programme was launched in April 2005 to encourage and equip churches to engage in culture, heritage and tourism and promote recognition of the distinctive contribution that the church makes. The programme is run by Zoe Kemp, Culture Officer with CRC, who provides practical assistance and support to local church initiatives, liaison with church leaders and officers, and promotes awareness and best practice.

5. Church culture and tourism forms part of CRC’s commitment to working with local churches, rural communities and culture and tourism organisations to promote a positive future for the countryside and to enable churches to take a part in it.[image: image1.png]









