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Press Release
A Formidable Force for Good
The Bishop of Wakefield and Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) will host the regional launch of a national report which outlines the significant role played by churches in their local communities. The launch on December 9th will also highlight the successes gained from church working in partnership with other agencies for the good local people, many examples of which are detailed in the Church Heritage Forum report Building Faith in our Future. 
The report aims to awaken greater understanding of how church buildings contribute to social action, cohesion and regeneration as well as culture, education, tourism and wellbeing in their local communities and to seek partnerships to sustain those achievements for the future which are vulnerable without further help.

“The Church is by far and away the largest single voluntary organisation in England and represents a formidable force for good. The partnership of the churches with other agencies, and the wider community, is transforming lives spiritually and socially,” explains Bishop Stephen.
“The future of regeneration is about people and places.  This report shows that churches are ready to bring these together and that the CRC is ready to lead partnership at a regional level which is essential to grasp this opportunity,” comments Graham Brownlee, CRC Chief Executive.
More/…
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Previous research in the region published in the by CRC report, Angels and Advocates: Church Social Action in Yorkshire and the Humber, confirms the scope of the church’s contribution. There are around 4,000 churches and 420,000 active Christians in Yorkshire and the Humber which make a vibrant and significant contribution to life in the region. These churches engage in some 6,500 social action projects. Between 50,000 and 70,000 churchgoers are regularly involved in church social action and a similar number engage in social action not organised by the churches. There are some 3,000 staff on church projects; over 150,000 people benefit regularly from church projects. The economic value of church social action to the region is likely to be between £55 and £75 million a year.  
“Churches are probably better cared for now than at any time in the past 100 years. But for this achievement to be sustained for the future, there needs to be a new set of partnerships for the new century,” comments the Rt Revd Richard Chartres, Chairman of the Church Heritage Forum.
Yorkshire and the Humber has been recognised as being particularly responsive to community needs and an example of how church can work well in partnership. 

Agencies such as Yorkshire Forward, local authorities, Heritage Lottery Fund, the Church Urban Fund and Coalfields Regeneration Trust have supported initiatives large and small in response to local needs.  
More/…
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The Archbishop of York comments, “ I very much welcome the report Building Faith in our Future.  It demonstrates very clearly the way in which church buildings in both urban and rural areas are being developed in exciting and innovative ways better to serve the needs of the local neighbourhood and community as well as continuing to be powerful centres of prayer and worship.”

“Here in this Yorkshire Region there are many examples of such developments where fruitful partnerships with others are ensuring a real sense of belonging for both young and old.”

ENDS

For more information contact Gillian Murray, Media Officer, Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber tel. 0113 244 3413 mobile 07971 631049 or email gillian.murray@crc-online.org.uk
or Graham Brownlee Chief Executive, Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber, tel. 0113 244 3413 or email graham.brownlee@crc-online.org.uk
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Editors Notes:
1. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 
2. CRC provides a voice for faith in the region through the faith seat on the Yorkshire and Humber regional assembly, and receives significant funding from the Yorkshire Forward to equip churches as integral partners in an inclusive and cohesive society.
3. Building faith in our future urges national, regional and local bodies to pay special attention in their funding and planning decisions to the importance of places of worship as part of the historic environment and as a physical focus of community activity. A further 28 recommendations include: establishing a cross-Departmental Governmental group to look at the impact of policy proposals on church buildings and places of worship; that all Regional Cultural Consortia and Regional Development Agencies include at least one faith representative; that funding authorities recognise the catalyst a church building can provide for regeneration of an area; that local authorities treat churches as partners in tackling rural exclusion; and that dioceses and churches establish good working relationships with local authorities where they do not exist. Although Building faith in our future is produced by the Church of England, the Church Heritage Forum says: “Our arguments about the contribution provided through these buildings to The report can be freely downloaded from the Church of England website http://www.cofe.anglican.org/about/building/faithinourfuture.pdf
4. There is growing recognition of the importance of churches to local communities within the government. In the foreword to Working Together: Co-operation between Government and Faith Communities published by the Home Office, February 2004, Rt Hon David Blunkett MP comments: ‘We are increasingly conscious of the importance of effective co-operation with the faith communities…and the growing record of partnership between public agencies and faith communities in the delivery of services.”
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