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Press Release

Churches to Link Rural and Urban Communities  

EMBARGOED TO 12TH JULY 2005

Stuart Burgess, Chairman of the Countryside Agency and the Government’s Rural Advocate, will visit the Churches Pavilion at the Great Yorkshire Show today to highlight how the churches are working to link rural and urban communities. The 3,600 churches across all parts of the region are well placed to address the needs of increasingly marginalised rural communities and to create a better understanding amongst urban communities of the workings of the countryside and the natural environment. Church action has already shown an effective response to the foot and mouth crisis, the recent flooding and other times of rural crisis.

Stuart Burgess will launch the first in a series of practical resources for churches, jointly funded by the Countryside Agency and the Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC). Bringing Food to the Table aims to create a better understanding of the issues around food production at Harvest time, challenge some of the divisions and build links to connect town and country. 

More/…
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Stuart Burgess comments, “People living in our towns and cities and in our countryside can feel that they have little in common. In reality, their experiences and problems are similar. The prosperity of rural and urban communities is interlinked. At the Countryside Agency we aim to encourage everyone to get out and understand and enjoy the countryside irrespective of age, background, income or where they live. In the long term, this will increase understanding, boost business and give more people the chance to enjoy the benefits that the countryside brings.”

This year’s Churches Pavilion exhibition, jointly organised by Yorkshire Church on Show and CRC, provides the backdrop for the launch. The exhibition has been designed to demonstrate the dynamic diversity of the region’s churches and how they serve their local communities. This year’s exhibition entitled Living Stones also has a distinctly hands on flavour. Visitors can enjoy activities including bell ringing, drumming and music workshops, story telling, craftwork and mosaic making. It’s also a chance to meet with some of the people – today’s Living Stones, that are behind the churches that are at the heart of all our communities.

Graham Brownlee, CRC’s Chief Executive comments, “Faith communities take an active role in urban and rural communities. CRC is playing a part to link these communities in new and practical ways for the benefit of all.”
Ends
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For more information contact Gillian Murray, Media Officer tel. 0113 244 3413 mobile 07971 631049 or email gillian.murray@crc-online.org.uk (unavailable July 11– 22)
Or Graham Brownlee, Chief Executive tel. 0113 244 3413 mobile 07734 079 459 or email graham.brownlee@crc-online.org.uk.
Or Matthew Heard, Senior media and public affairs officer Countryside Agency tel. 01242 533476 mobile 07900 608168 email matthew.heard@countryside.gov.uk
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Editors Notes:

1. The Countryside Agency is the statutory body working to make the quality of life better for people in the countryside and the quality of the countryside better for everyone. It is a non-departmental body sponsored by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra). 
1. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 as the lead body for faith and regeneration in Yorkshire and the Humber. CRC aims to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the 3,600 churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 

2. Linking rural and urban communities forms part of CRC’s commitment to working with local churches, rural communities and partner organisations to promote a positive future for the countryside and to enable churches to take a part in it.

3. Living Stones is the title of this year’s exhibition in the churches pavilion organised in partnership with Yorkshire Church on Show. Living Stones demonstrates the dynamic diversity of the region’s churches that are at the heart of all local communities.
4. The Countryside Agency has changed as a result of Defra’s Rural Strategy published in July 2004, from 1 April 2005 distinctive new divisions have been established:

· The Commission for Rural Communities, to act as a rural advocate, expert adviser and independent watchdog with a particular focus on disadvantage;

· The Landscape, Access and Recreation (LAR) division that aims to help everyone respect, protect and enjoy the countryside – protecting natural landscapes; and encouraging access to, and enjoyment of the countryside and sustainable land management and use of the countryside.

5. Following publication of the draft Natural Environment and Rural Communities Bill in February 2005, the Landscape, Access and Recreation teams are working with English Nature and the Rural Development Service towards integration as a single body: Natural England, which will have responsibility for protecting and enhancing English landscapes, nature conservation and to promote countryside access and recreation

Opportunities for Editors and Journalists

Stuart Burgess will attend the Living Stones exhibition in the churches pavilion to give a press briefing at 2.30pm Tuesday 12th July 2.30 with Graham Brownlee, CRC’s Chief Executive. You can find the churches pavilion on Avenue E opposite the Main Ring Grandstand, less than 5 minutes from the press pavilion. Contact for more details or other requests[image: image1.png]
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