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Press Release
CRC Helps to Build Bridges 
The Bridges Project at St Christopher’s in Bradford will play host to a colourful and rhythmic music workshop organised on November 29th to promote greater understanding and appreciation of South Asian cultural traditions to youngsters from the majority white estate of Holme Wood. The workshop is part of a programme of activities funded by the Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) aimed at addressing issues of cohesion and making a difference to the lives of young people on the estates of Holme Wood, Buttershaw and Little Horton/Canterbury.
Monday’s workshop will feature Avtar Singh Lota, a South Asian artist provided by the collaborative arts company Kala Sangam. Avtar will appear in traditional dress and demonstrate classical and folk music on the dilruba, a four stringed instrument played with a bow, with vocals and percussion. The group of 10 - 12 year olds will also be given the chance to join in with rhythms and simple music.
The Revd Canon Gordon Dey, Vicar of Tong and Holme Wood comments, ”As well as providing an enjoyable opportunity to become involved and relate positively to another culture, the workshops build the esteem of youngsters who might struggle academically.”
The Bridges Project are also interested in making contact with other community based arts groups to arrange joint and reciprocal workshops and performances, further building links across different local communities in Bradford. Project Co-ordinator Andy Sykes can be contacted on 01274 787593.

More/…
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The support of the Bridges Project which has enabled the appointment of a part time project worker who runs workshops in schools and community centres in the three areas, reflects CRC’s commitment to contributing to community cohesion in the region. CRC has also highlighted issues relating to the BNP and Destitute Asylum Seekers through practical briefing papers and advice to churches. The CRC also support cohesion work through the Peaceful Cities Department in the University of Bradford, the Intercultural Leadership School also in Bradford, and published a handbook on raising the attainment among Pakistani and Kashmiri young people in partnership with the Uniting Britain Trust.
In December 2003 the CRC published its first Keynote Paper – ‘Sticking Together’ which focused on community cohesion. It provides a practical follow up to the official reports following the disturbances in northern towns/cities in 2001 and made recommendations for action by the churches and public bodies.
“CRC is committed to seeing people from diverse groups getting involved in building their communities and way of life in partnership,” comments Graham Brownlee, CRC’s Chief Executive. “CRC recognises the isolation experienced in many estates across Britain. Therefore Bridges is an example of enabling people on estates to be involved equally alongside those in inner city areas.”
The CRC is committed to building trusted relationships between faiths, cultures and ethnic groups. “Our Christian ethos is that the excluded and voiceless should be heard and all should have equal opportunities in this region.” (Introduction to ‘Sticking Together’)
ENDS
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For more information contact Gillian Murray, Media Officer tel. 0113 244 3413 mobile 07971 631049 or email gillian.murray@crc-online.org.uk
or Graham Brownlee Chief Executive tel. 0113 244 3413 or email graham.brownlee@crc-online.org.uk
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Editors Notes:
1. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 
2. CRC provides a voice for faith in the region through the faith seat on the Yorkshire and Humber regional assembly, and receives significant funding from the Yorkshire Forward to equip churches as integral partners in an inclusive and cohesive society.
3. The Bridges Project, funded by CRC, is a development of St Christopher’s Youth Outreach Project which has been active in the Holme Wood and Tong areas of Bradford since 1992. The project provides good quality activities for young people in the area with a strong emphasis on Performing Arts. Activities include ‘Wannabe on Saturday’ (funded by Children in Need) where music, drama and dance are taught to young people in groups who work together to produce regular shows, and Music Maker which is a series of music clubs for young people of different ages funded by Youth Music and the New Opportunities Fund. Through all that the Youth Outreach Project does, we aim to see young people develop in a safe and fun environment.
4. Kala Sangam provided the artist, Avtar Singh Lota, for the music workshop at St Christopher’s. Kala Sangam is a Bradford-based South Asian arts charitable company working nationally and internationally. Kala Sangam promotes the appreciation of and participation in South Asian arts including music, dance, visual arts and literature amongst people of all ages, cultures and abilities. Artistic excellence, collaboration, teaching, learning and inclusion are at the heart of the company’s work. Tel: 01274 223212 email: rashmi@kalasangam.org

Opportunities for editors and journalists

Interviews with participants and organisers and pictures of the workshop between 3.30 and 5.30 at St Christopher’s Church, Holme Wood Road, Bradford, BD4 9EJ.
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