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Press Release
Churches Boost for East Riding

Churches across the East Riding are set to receive a boost in the form of a new Church Heritage Officer. Based at the East Riding of Yorkshire Council offices in Beverley, Janice Smith will work with local communities to enhance their churches as key cultural and heritage assets.  Appointed by the East Yorkshire Historic Churches Group made up of volunteers in the area who are actively encouraging visits to churches and developing a sense of community involvement, Janice will also be supported by Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC).

As well as increasing everyone’s enjoyment and understanding of churches, the project aims to increase the contribution that churches can make to sustainable rural tourism which is of wider benefit to local communities. A similar pilot project in North Yorkshire saw visitor numbers to the 280 participating churches nearly double over a 3 year period.

This £100,000 project has been a successful partnership between the newly formed East Yorkshire Historic Churches Group, CRC, the East Riding of Yorkshire Council, the Diocese of York and a network of local volunteers from churches across the area. The project has successfully gained grant funding support for 2 years from LEADER+, a European Union and UK Government funded initiative, and the Heritage Lottery Fund.

Vanessa Vollans LEADER+ Programme Manager said, ‘”This exciting, community-led project is an excellent example of using grant funding to unlock the tourism potential of our East Riding Churches in an innovative and co-ordinated way,” 
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"Our churches are among the most attractive buildings in the East Riding,” added The Ven Peter Harrison, Archdeacon of the East Riding. “Now we want to attract people to them, to discover both the delights of the buildings and of the Christian faith which inspired them.   I am, therefore, delighted that this appointment has been made as I am sure it will encourage volunteers, develop the churches' links with their communities and add to the vitality of life in the villages of this area".
Graham Brownlee, Chief Executive of CRC  commented, “Church tourism forms part of CRC’s commitment to working with local churches, rural people and tourist industries to promote a positive future for the countryside and to enable churches to take part in it. With the depth of commitment shown from all those involved in this project we expect a lasting impact in the East Riding. “

“One of the great success stories in the development of this project has been the enthusiasm and commitment of local people and the fruitful partnership between a range of organisations,” comments Catharine Otton-Goulder QC, Chairman of the Group and Reader in the Church of England. “The Group is delighted that Janice has been appointed and looks forward to the successful development of the project”.

Fiona Spiers, HLF Regional Manager for Yorkshire and the Humber said: “One of HLF’s aims is to give everyone the opportunity to learn about, experience and enjoy their heritage.  HLF has supported a number of church tourism initiatives in Yorkshire and the Humber and are delighted to help local communities in East Yorkshire demonstrate that their fantastic buildings can be used for the benefit of the wider community through this partnership project.”
More/…
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Janice is an expert in Medieval Architecture and Decorative Arts, and has worked on the history and conservation of St William window in York Minster and stained glass in many Oxford colleges. She can be contacted from February 7th on 01482 391680.
ENDS
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Editors Notes:
1. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 

2. CRC provides a voice for faith in the region through the faith seat on the Yorkshire and Humber regional assembly, and receives significant funding from the Yorkshire Forward to equip churches as integral partners in an inclusive and cohesive society.

3. CRC’s key areas of work include rural renaissance. Working with local churches, farmers, tourist industries and regional agencies, CRC aims to contribute to the positive future for the countryside and to enable churches to take part in it. In October 2003 the CRC published “Sowing the Seed”, a major rural report which highlighted distinct rural issues and churches practice at a time of huge change in the countryside. The CRC runs a rural development pilot in the northern dales to tap the resources and connections churches, a church tourism initiative and has ongoing links with Market Town Initiatives.

More/…
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4. LEADER+ is a European Union and UK Government (Defra) Funding Initiative for assisting rural communities in improving the quality of life and economic prosperity in their local area. A Partnership of local organisations and people, called the Local Action Group has identifed development needs within their rural communities which they set out in a development plan. LEADER+ funding assists the LAG to encourage and support the development of small-scale, innovative projects that meet local development needs in a sustainable way. LEADER+ incorporates a “bottom-up” approach, whereby local action groups take the lead in identifying local needs, developing and promoting a local strategy and in the selection of projects. The East Riding is one of 25 areas in England to benefit from this funding. Visit www.ukleader.org.uk.
5. The Church Heritage Officer will aim to improve the quality and accessibility of church interpretation in order to increase visitor and resident enjoyment and understanding of churches; enhance the role that churches and their heritage play in the interpretation of their local area and in the life of the communities they serve; increase visits to churches and to increase the contribution that churches can make to sustainable rural tourism; encourage churches to provide a more effective service and welcome to visitors; develop themed initiatives within the LEADER+ area of the East Riding; organise training and events for volunteers and organisations and develop partnerships.

6. The East Yorkshire Historic Churches Group, set up with LEADER+ funding as Phase 1 of this project, aims to encourage a greater appreciation, understanding and enjoyment of the churches in the area, as a valuable part of the diverse cultural, historical, architectural and environmental heritage of East Yorkshire. The Group also hopes to develop a sense of community ownership of and responsibility for those churches. Churches constitute a vastly important part of our heritage in many different ways, and have been a much underused resource. The particular purpose of the East Yorkshire Historic Churches Project is to encourage those ends by encouraging visits to churches, enabling people to learn about them, and developing a sense of community involvement. The Group (all of whose members are unpaid) includes Dr David and Dr Susan Neave, who wrote the second edition of Pevsner’s book on the Buildings of the East Riding of Yorkshire (1995), together with many other books on the built and cultural heritage of the East Yorkshire; the Archdeacon of the East Riding, who has responsibility for the fabric of the area’s churches as well as for its clergy; the Archbishop’s Adviser on Tourism; two local clergy; ; Andrew Anderson, a distinguished architect with a special interest in churches; and (the Chairman) Catharine Otton-Goulder QC, a barrister and part-time judge in East Yorkshire and a Reader in the Church of England.
More/…
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7. The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) enables communities to celebrate, look after and learn more about our diverse heritage. From our great museums and historic buildings to local parks and beauty spots or recording and celebrating traditions, customs and history, HLF grants open up our nation’s heritage for everyone to enjoy. The ‘Your Heritage’ programme offers grants of between £5,000 and £50,000 for projects which conserve or involve communities in their heritage, and which offer learning opportunities and increase access to heritage. In 2004, the National Lottery celebrated its 10th Birthday and to date, HLF has supported more than 1,300 projects with grants worth £231m in Yorkshire and the Humber. 
Further HLF media information
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