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Press Release
Cohesion Report –riot issues still remain in large to be tackled
The latest report from Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) launched today, identifies issues raised by reports commissioned following the northern city riots of 2001 that remain in large to be tackled. It points out that genuine community cohesion is locally rooted, involving local people. It can not be imposed from the outside. Also, Faith is a crucial part of the identity and practice of many people in our region. Cohesion will only come about when Faith is recognised and valued.
The report promotes concrete action by churches including partnerships with other faiths and public bodies. In particular, the report calls for churches to work with all of good faith to combat hatred, prejudice and discrimination, to combat the efforts of those who seek to exploit the tensions and divisions which poverty and unrest may produce.

“This is a crucial time for cohesion in the region with forthcoming elections and extremist groups fermenting division in our communities,” comments Liz Carnelley, Policy Officer for CRC and author of the report.
 “Faith leaders have a very real part to play in creating cohesive communities by giving responsible and positive messages to their communities.” comments David Hey, Community Cohesion Team Leader at Government Officer for Yorkshire and the Humber. “There is a real need for faith communities to become engaged in this agenda. There is an enormous number of people who take great heed in what faith leaders say and there is a recognition within government of how important faith groups are and how they need to engage more with faith groups. The opportunity is there to get more involved and I think that it should be within the ethos of each church to actually get involved.”
More/…
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Sticking Together is the first of CRC’s Keynote reports which provide focused analysis of current issues within a framework of Christian belief, to encourage careful reflection and to promote concrete action. Of Keynote reports, CRC’s chair, Revd Dr Julian Cummins comments: “Theology has a public place. It is not simply an internal discussion among Christians. It is based on the view we have about the nature of humanity and the way we relate to each other which can illuminate discussions in the community as a whole. From that basis we can come out with theological reflection, proposals and ideas as to how we can take things forward both with the churches and public partners.”
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For more information contact Gillian Murray, Media Officer tel. 0113 244 3413 mobile 07971 631049 or email gillian.murray@yorkshirechurches.org.uk
or Graham Brownlee Chief Executive tel. 0113 244 3413 or email graham.brownlee@yorkshirechurches.org.uk
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Notes for Editors

1. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber was established in 1998 to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 
2. CRC holds the faith seat on the Yorkshire and Humber regional assembly, the region’s strategic partnership.

3. The CRC receives significant funding from the Yorkshire Forward to equip churches as integral partners in an inclusive and cohesive society.
4. Biography of Revd Liz Carnelley, author of the report
Liz first became interested in other faiths whilst teaching in India. Ordained in 1990, Liz then became active in a church campaign to combat racism in Sheffield and was curate on the Isle of Dogs during the election of the first BNP local councillor. More recently, Liz worked as Chaplain at Manchester University and was involved with inter faith activities with international students there. Joining CRC as Policy Officer in September 2002, Liz is author of Keynote reports on social cohesion and the social economy, and co-authored Sowing the Seed report on rural issues.
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