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Press Release 
What is Effective Christian Presence?
Churches in the region are being asked whether their church is effective as part of a three year active learning programme being launched this summer by the Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC). Traditional and emerging forms of Christian presence are being asked to consider how sustainable they are and what impact they make on their local communities. 
This three year Yorkshire Forward funded project will be launched on Thursday 22nd June at the Thornbury Centre, Leeds Old Road Bradford, from 10.30 am to 2.30 pm. It is being conducted by Faithworks on behalf of CRC with local project researcher, Ian Drummond, laising with churches in the region. This ground breaking learning and research programme aims to inform and challenge current thinking on:
· How we measure and understand ‘effectiveness’ in terms of mission, pastoral care, enterprise and sustainability

· Our understanding of ‘church’ through the practical experience and journey of diverse churches from the Yorkshire and Humber area

Acting Chief Executive for CRC, Liz Carnelley comments, “This is a project to identify innovation and good practice, and support pioneers who are transforming communities as they explore new ways of being church. Those who are ‘emerging church’ – how are they affecting their communities? Those who run large projects – how are they ‘church’ for their local community? How are rural churches resourcing mission and ministry? And how do we sustain this work in an enterprising way?”

More/…
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Project Manager Virginia Luckett of Faithworks comments, “The crux of it is, if your church disappeared tomorrow would anyone notice the difference?”
The launch will include a range of local studies from around the region, the northern launch of the Churches Community Value Toolkit, a self-evaluation resource for grant applications and self-audit devised in partnership with the Commission of Urban Life and Faith and main speaker, Malcolm Duncan, Leader of the Faithworks Movement. 

Following the launch, six Open Forums, over lunch with invited speakers, workshops and networking, open to all to enable lively debate around the issue of what makes an effective church will be organised. These Open Forums will be complimented by a series of cluster days for the 25 project participants. The participant groups will be carefully selected to ensure diversity and to enrich the breadth of the research and will include:

· Emerging, fresh expressions of church that are wanting to engage more meaningfully with their local community

· Innovative Christian social action projects that are wrestling with how and if they are ‘church’ in their local community

· Small, scattered, under resourced rural and urban churches in challenging circumstances 

More/…
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If you know of other innovative projects and pieces of work that could be considered as participant projects, please get in touch with Ian Drummond on 0113 281 8235 or email i.drummond@btinternet.com.  Participants will learn from each other’s experiences, receive resourcing and support and will create intelligence to help the wider church learn from these pioneers.
People wishing to attend the launch should contact Virginian Luckett of Faithworks on 0207 450 9058 or email info@faithworks.info.

The project is also under the guidance of a Steering Group including CRC’s chair, Richard Blackburn, Archdeacon of Sheffield; CRC commission member Robert Freeman, Archdeacon of Halifax and co-author of Mission-Shaped Church; former vice-chair of CRC Howard Petch, who co-authored Sowing the Seed and Presence, and Graham Brownlee  of the Yorkshire Baptist Association.
Ends
For more information contact Gillian Murray, Media Officer tel. 0113 244 3413 mobile 07971 631049 or email gillian.murray@crc-online.org.uk
or Virginia Luckett, Project Manager tel. 0207 450 9058 or email Virginia.luckett@faithworks.info
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Editors Notes:

1. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 as the lead body for faith and regeneration in Yorkshire and the Humber. CRC aims to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the 3,600 churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 

2. CRC holds a £1.5 million contract with Yorkshire Forward to equip churches as integral partners in an inclusive and cohesive society. CRC is accountable to Church leaders of all denominations in the region.
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