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Press Release 
CRC Resourcing Effective Church 
Delegates and speakers gathered at St Catherine’s Centre, Wakefield today at the convention of the Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC), to make a constructive step towards creating a more effective church. The convention, ‘Changing World, Effective Church’ explores how the world is changing, the shape of the Church of tomorrow and how church leadership needs to change at all levels.

Richard Blackburn, CRC’s Chair comments, “The Church retains massive assets in terms of people, buildings and enterprise but unless these continue to be developed, the church will no longer have an impact on society. Local projects and churches at the convention represent the emerging leadership of churches in the region. These are evidence and tell the stories of how new forms of leadership are emerging in the region.”
David Emison, a keynote speaker and editor of the report ‘Presence’, spoke of the importance being creative in the ways through which we can live out our mission for transformation, justice and social cohesion. “Christians must be ready to join hands with everyone and anyone of goodwill who is ready to take responsibility with us in building communities dedicated to human well-being.”
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He continues, “We need to join hands across the traditional boundaries of race and class and creed. We need to learn a new humility, acknowledging that Christians do not have a monopoly on goodness and that the Church no longer has its hands on the levers of power. Our village community of Christians will be people who reach out to people in need, challenge injustice, sometimes act as the catalyst in community action, but always as partners in creating healthy, whole and balanced communities.”
The Ven. Malcolm Grundy, called for the Church to nurture a kind of Christian leadership that creates effective Churches which contribute to our emerging world. He described an emerging Church that was “more radical in nature, unconventional expressions of form, captures missing age groups and challenges structures.”
Ann Morisy, spoke of the dangers of assuming that as people of faith we have the right answers. “Enabling people to encounter difference, and become energised rather than threatened by diversity.” 

CRC is at the forefront of unlocking the potential of church in the 21st century. The Convention forms part of CRC’s practical programme of research, sharing good practice and supporting innovative forms of Church as part of its wider role of encouraging Churches to play an active part in the regeneration of their communities.
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Editors Notes:

1. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 as the lead body for faith and regeneration in Yorkshire and the Humber. CRC aims to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the 3,500 Churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 

2. CRC provides a voice for faith in the region through the faith seat on the Yorkshire and Humber regional assembly, and holds at £1.5 million contract with Yorkshire Forward to equip Churches as integral partners in an inclusive and cohesive society. CRC are accountable to Church leaders of all denominations in the region.

3.  Rev David Emison is Chair of the Cumbria Methodist District and editor of the report ‘Presence’ on reinforcing the role of Church in rural communities.

4. The Ven Malcolm Grundy is Director of the Foundation for Church Leadership which aims to support, encourage and inspire Church leaders.

5. Ann Morisy is Project Director for the Commission of Urban Life and Faith.

Photography available from CRC featuring Richard Blackburn, CRC Chair with convention speakers Ann Morisy, Malcolm Grundy and David Emison

The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber Ltd.

20 New Market Street, Leeds, LS1 6DG  tel. 0113 244 3413  www.crc-online.org.uk

