
               New Director to lead Yorkshire and Humber Faiths Forum 

An organisation aimed at giving faith communities a bigger voice in the region is to be launched later this year.

A leading theologian and advisor to the Government on race-equality issues has this week been chosen as the first Director of the Yorkshire and Humber Faiths Forum.

And now the search is on for 21 council members from across the region’s religions and faiths to serve on the Forum when it is formally launched in Leeds in December.

New Director Inderjit Singh Bhogal will be responsible for the day-to-day decision-making and development of the Forum, which is being set up following work by regional bodies including the Yorkshire and Humber Assembly, the Government’s Regional Office, Yorkshire Forward and the Churches Regional Commission.

The Forum’s role will be to ensure faith groups have a role to play in helping drawing up regional strategies and policies on key issues such as health, transport and social inclusion.

It has been set up following research carried out by Professor Kim Knott, from the University of Leeds, on behalf of a regional multi-faiths steering group. This looked at how faith communities could contribute to the regional agenda, what the role of a forum would be and who could be involved.

Mr Bhogal will join the Forum from a background working with multi-cultural, multi-faith groups in Wolverhampton, Sheffield, London, Derby, Leeds and Bradford. He recently received an OBE in recognition of his services to interfaith relations. 

Formerly Director of the Urban Theology Unit, Mr Bhogal has wide experience of theological education, social justice and in helping communities to work together. Mr Bhogal is a Methodist Minister and in 2000 he was elected National President of the Methodist Church. He has been an inspiration to political leaders, organising joint Christian and Muslim Peace walks and also becoming a member of the Home Office’s Race Equality Advisory Panel.

On his appointment, he said: “The Faiths Forum and this appointment represent significant developments in the region at this challenging time for inter-faith relations.  I am privileged to be appointed Director and look forward to working with others who are already making excellent contributions in the region."

Sajda Shah, Assembly Executive Board and Multi Faiths Steering Group member: “‘We are truly delighted with Inderjit’s appointment and welcome his entrepreneurial and collaborative style to take forward the work of the Faiths Forum.’’

The Faiths Forum will be based at Josephs Well in Leeds. Following Mr Bhogal’s appointment, the next steps will be to recruit 21 Faiths Forum Council members with a formal launch at a conference on December 8. e Inter-Faith 

.Anyone wanting more details on how to become a member of the Council , either visit www.crc-online.org.uk or e-mail linda.wood-mitchell@yhassembly.gov.uk. Closing date for applications is 14 October.

Note to News Editors

For more information contact Iain Lovell, Communications Manager, Yorkshire and Humber Assembly, tel 01924 331583, e-mail iain.lovell@yhassembly.gov.uk.

