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Press Release

Report Highlights Responsibility of Church in Fair Trade and Local Produce  

Churches have a key role in supporting farming communities in the region and ensuring fair trade says the latest report from the Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC). The paper, to be launched at the Great Yorkshire Show by Rt Rev James Bell Bishop of Knaresborough and CRC’s Chief Executive  Liz Carnelley, outlines how the 4,000 churches that are at the heart of rural and urban communities in the region are well placed to promote the purchase of goods and services that are locally produced or fairly traded.

However, the paper also warns of the potential conflict between supporting locally produced food, and food that is imported from fair trade sources. “Those who are passionately committed to promoting fair trade goods and establishing trade justice globally may sometimes seem to be at odds with those whose interest is the wellbeing of farmers and other food producers in our own country.” explains Robert Beard, CRC’s Policy Officer and author of the paper ‘Free and Fair?’
More/…

Report Highlights Responsibility of Church in Fair Trade and Local Produce 2/..  

The paper outlines the issues and practical resources for churches, which aims to create a better understanding of the issues around food production and encourage action that will support food producers in the region and internationally. The church is urged to engage in the debate and make informed decisions rather than succumb to the temptation of ignoring their responsibility to local and international food producers.
Church action has already shown an effective response to the foot and mouth crisis, flooding and other times of rural crisis, as outlined in CRC’s report ‘Sowing the Seed’ launched in 2003 and featured in the 2004 Great Yorkshire Show exhibition. CRC is working closely with Farm Crisis Network to extend  the rural development initiative piloted in the northern Dales for farmers and rural communities who need to access advice and support. This will be rolled out to the Ryedale and North York Moors area with the appointment of Sally Conner in August 2006. Bob Baker, CRC’s first rural development officer, has been nominated for the Farming Personality of the Year award.
Speaking at a meeting with Bob Baker to highlight the importance of buying locally, William Hague MP commented, “I would encourage us all to support our local farm businesses and farming way of life. I applaud this excellent initiative taken by Churches Regional Commission and particularly the practical steps taken to help economic development in rural areas.”

More/…

Report Highlights Responsibility of Church in Fair Trade and Local Produce 3/..  

Liz Carnelley, CRC’s Chief Executive comments, “Christians have a responsibility to buy food ethically. Locally sourced food should be supported by churches to secure fairer prices for farmers. At the same time, there is a global dimension of supporting farmers particularly in the developing world and ensuring wider use of fair trade rules.”
Ends

For more information contact Gillian Murray, Media Officer tel. 0113 244 3413 mobile 07971 631049 or email gillian.murray@crc-online.org.uk
Or Liz Carnelley, Chief Executive tel. 0113 244 3413 mobile 07734 149 725 or email liz.carnelley@crc-online.org.uk.
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Editors Notes:
1. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 as the lead body for the church and regeneration in Yorkshire and the Humber. CRC aims to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the 3,600 churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 

2. ‘Free and Fair? A briefing paper on food trade issues’ is available from CRC tel. 0113 244 3413 www.crc-online.org.uk and forms part of CRC’s commitment to working with local churches, rural communities and partner organisations to promote a positive future for the countryside and to enable churches to take a part in it.

3. Fr Shay Cullen of the PREDA fair trade organisation will be a keynote speaker at CRC’s convention February 23rd 2007. More information available from August 2006 from www.crc-online.org.uk tel. 0113 244 3413

Opportunities for Editors and Journalists

Rt Revd James Bell, Bishop of Knaresborough will be available for photos and questions on stand 189 at the Great Yorkshire Show at 11 am along with Liz Carnelley, CRC’s Chief Executive, Robert Beard CRC’s Policy Officer and author of the briefing paper and Bob Baker Rural Development Officer, nominated for Farming Personality of the Year. [image: image1.png]









