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Press Release

More Support for Yorkshire Farmers
Sally Conner has now joined Bob Baker providing advice and support to rural communities across North Yorkshire. Sally and Bob will be based at new offices in the Thirsk Rural Business Centre and extend the rural development pilot area set up by the Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber  (CRC) and Farm Crisis Network (FCN) in 2003 with Yorkshire Forward backing from the northern Dales and into the North York Moors and Ryedale area. 
It aims to improve the take up of support services available to farmers and rural business and work with rural agencies to identify needs and priorities. The number of people that this post was intended to support has exceeded expectations, so much so that the amount of cases generated has risen well above current resources. 

The Thirsk office will provide a more central location that is convenient for the ever widening contacts being made by the ‘rural team’ as well as the farming community who regularly attend the auction mart on the same site.

More/…

More Support for Yorkshire Farmers 2/…
As well as working with the churches and FCN, Sally and Bob will continue to work with all the statutory agencies in trying to reach the Farming sections of the rural community who need help. Courses and training events will also be organised on issues such as changes to legislation affecting rural communities. 
Bob comments, “It is a very exciting step for this project which has been able to succeed through the help offered by many supporters over the last 3 years. Sally and I hope that we can develop it further and as well as doing what we doing now, to do more work for example with the health care teams to identify and help reduce the amount of stress in the rural work place.”

Church action has already shown an effective response to the foot and mouth crisis, flooding and at other times of rural crisis, and is also doing much to support the day to day stresses of rural life. A range of projects and initiatives are outlined in CRC’s report ‘Sowing the Seed’ launched in 2003 and featured in the 2004 Great Yorkshire Show exhibition which is now available online at www.crc-online.org.uk.








More/…
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Howard Petch of Farm Crisis Network and the Commission for Rural Communities comments, “I am delighted that we have secured the services of someone with the background and experience of Sally who will bring her awareness of the current rural and farming scene to this important area of work as we seek to support those experiencing the impact of fundamental change.”


Liz Carnelley, CRC’s Chief Executive comments, “Bob’s role has more than proved its worth as a valued point of contact and support for farming communities on a range of issues that threaten the stability of rural life. The need for this distinctive form of service has become ever more apparent as the farmers face increasing challenges.”
Contact Bob Baker or Sally Conner at the Thirsk Rural Business Centre, Blakey Lane, Thirsk, YO7 3AB tel. 01845 525 757 email sally.conner@crc-online.org.uk or bob.baker@crc-online.org.uk 

Ends
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For more information contact Gillian Murray, Media Officer tel. 0113 244 3413 mobile 07971 631049 or email gillian.murray@crc-online.org.uk
Or Bob Baker, Rural Development Officer tel 01845 525757 mobile 07968170145 email bob.baker@crc-online.org.uk 
Or Sally Conner Rural Development Officer tel 01845 525757 mobile 07734 079459 email sally.conner@crc-online.org.uk
Or Liz Carnelley, Chief Executive tel. 0113 244 3413 mobile 07734 149 725 or email liz.carnelley@crc-online.org.uk.
Ref CRC 46006   August 30th 2006
Editors Notes:
1. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 as the lead body for the church and regeneration in Yorkshire and the Humber. CRC aims to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the 3,600 churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 

2. The Farm Crisis Network has been developed since 1993 to help families in farming and related activities who are experiencing problems. Similar work in the US, Germany and New Zealand was studied at first hand and related to available experience in this country. It is based on local groups whose members have a combination of technical and pastoral understanding and are able to respond quickly and confidentially to requests for help.
3. The rural development officer roles form part of CRC’s commitment to working with local churches, rural communities and partner organisations to promote a positive future for the countryside and to enable churches to take a part in it.
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