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Press Release 
New Chief Executive for Churches Regional Commission
Liz Carnelley has been confirmed as the new Chief Executive of the Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC). Liz joined CRC in September 2002 as Policy Officer and has been acting Chief Executive since the departure of Graham Brownlee in October 2005. 

Liz comments, “I look forward to ensuring that the CRC develops a greater capacity to directly resource the churches of the region, to equip them for ministry and mission in taking social action and encouraging partnership in regeneration.”
CRC has established trust and partnership with key regional bodies unlocking £9 in resources from them for every £1 received from the churches for work with black majority churches; rural development; church culture and tourism; support for advice giving bodies across the region; and publications, events and seminars to resource and equip the churches. As CRC’s Chief Executive, Liz will be charged with leading CRC’s continuing shift from policy, to delivery and resourcing the local church. Liz has already established the successful Faith Matters seminars to increase people’s understanding of faiths, was integral in the development of the new Yorkshire and Humber Faiths Forum, and has authored many of CRC’s reports and briefing papers on issues on the interface of church and society.
More/…

New Chief Executive for Churches Regional Commission 2/…
Richard Blackburn, chair of CRC comments, “The CRC board have been impressed with Liz’s performance during her time as acting Chief Executive. In particular, her cementing of relationships with partners in churches and regional organisations will contribute significantly to sustaining an effective regional network of policy makers into which the churches can relate and become involved as a key player. I share an admiration for Liz’s open, generous style and sense of partnership with many who work with her day to day and her ability to secure a common agenda with others of transforming the region socially as well as economically.”
Rev Peter Whittaker Chair of the region’s Church Leaders Reference Group and Chair of the Methodist Church West Yorkshire District comments, “Liz’s contribution as acting Chief Executive at this year’s meeting of the Church Leaders’ Reference Group was well received by everyone. Her confirmed appointment will enable CRC to retain continuity in its work and to move forward at a time when CRC’s role is being increasingly valued by the church leaders across the region.”
Helen Thomson, Head of Communities with Yorkshire Forward comments "The CRC and Yorkshire Forward have an excellent working relationship which is fuelled by the fantastic activities being delivered by the Commission.  Liz has played a key role in this partnership with Yorkshire Forward and we look forward to continue working with Liz in her new position as Chief Executive"
Inderjit Bhogal, Director of the Yorkshire and Humber Faiths Forum comments, “I am delighted with Liz’s appointment. As well is being a wonderful colleague, Liz’s role in establishing the Yorkshire and Humber Faiths Forum is significant. I look forward to continuing this friendship and successful partnership with Liz and the CRC.”  More/…

New Chief Executive for Churches Regional Commission 3/…
Peter Box, Chair of the Yorkshire and Humber Assembly comments, “The Assembly has worked closely with the CRC on a range of important community issues and we're delighted to congratulate Liz on her appointment. We look forward to continuing to work in tandem with this important sector in helping build a better future for everyone in the region.''

Rt Revd John Packer Bishop of Ripon and Leeds comments, “I am delighted that Liz Carnelley is to be the new Chief Executive of the Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber.   I have appreciated working with Liz's enthusiasm for the development of the work of local churches in responding to the needs of our society.   CRC is a key element, equipping us for ministry in Yorkshire today." 
Revd Graham Brownlee of the Yorkshire Baptist Association comments, “Liz knows the region well and has the trust of partners. I am confident that Liz is well placed to lead the CRC into the next phase of its life.”
Joanne Archer, Project Manager for Together for Regeneration comments, “I look forward to working in partnership with Liz in her new role and I am confident that CRC and TfR will continue to develop ways of working effectively together in supporting churches and communities to contribute to the regeneration of South Yorkshire.”
Gloria Hanley, Chair of the West Yorkshire African Caribbean Council of Churches comments, “On behalf of WYACCC I would like to offer my congratulations to Liz on her appointment. I look forward to continue to work in close partnership with CRC with Liz at the helm.”







More/…

New Chief Executive for Churches Regional Commission 4/…
Rt Rev Richard Frith, Bishop of Hull comments, “I warmly welcome the appointment of Liz Carnelley and wish her well in the post.”

Ian Owers, Chief Executive of the Active Faiths Community Programme in West Yorkshire comments, “We are delighted with Liz’s appointment. Liz has already supported significant progress to extend the roll out of the successful Intercultural Communication and Leadership School for young people and on exciting new projects to promote cohesion amongst younger and the more alienated sectors of society.”
Ends

For more information contact Gillian Murray, Media Officer tel. 0113 244 3413 mobile 07971 631049 or email gillian.murray@crc-online.org.uk
or Liz Carnelley Chief Executive tel. 0113 244 3413 or email liz.carnelley@crc-online.org.uk
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Editors Notes:

1. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 as the lead body for faith and regeneration in Yorkshire and the Humber. CRC aims to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the 3,500 churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 
2. CRC provides a voice for faith in the region through regional agencies and holds at £1.5 million contract with Yorkshire Forward to equip churches as integral partners in an inclusive and cohesive society.
3. Born in Sheffield and studying in Durham and Cambridge, Liz was ordained deacon in 1990 in Sheffield and was ordained priest in 1994 in London.  More recently, Liz worked in Manchester as a parish priest and Director of Reader Training in the Diocese of Manchester, and latterly as Chaplain at Manchester University. Joining CRC as Policy Officer in September 2002, Liz is author of Keynote reports on social cohesion, the social economy, and wellbeing, and a briefing paper on the BNP, and co-authored Sowing the Seed report on rural issues. Liz set up the successful Faith Matters training course, raising awareness of faith issues, and was a lead figure in partnership with regional agencies and faith representatives in the setting up of the Yorkshire and Humber Faiths Forum launched in December 2005. 
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