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Press Release 
Street Pastor on the Streets of Leeds
Les Isaac, founder of the Street Pastors programme in the UK, will take to the streets of Leeds this weekend to support trainees on the first Street Pastors programme in the city. Les will be accompanied by Mo Elliott of Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) and Gloria Hanley, chair of the West Yorkshire African Caribbean Council of Churches (WYACCC) who have initiated this programme with support from local churches. The visit also highlights the future role Street Pastors will have in connecting with the city’s young people with the aim of reducing criminal activity. 

Mo Elliott comments, “Most of the volunteer trainees are from the local area and have children of their own. The majority are women who have a heart for young people and want to see them involved in positive activities, raise their esteem and avoid confrontation with the law. This is why they are prepared to go out on the streets.”
These first recruits are all volunteers from churches in Leeds and are undertaking a training programme before they are officially inducted as Street Pastors in September 2006. Training will include conflict resolution and drug awareness training, as well as counselling skills, as Street Pastors are primarily there to offer support and to listen.  The inner cities of London, Manchester and Birmingham have already reported a marked reduction in criminal activity among the youth since the Street Pastor teams began patrolling the streets.

More/…
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The Leeds Street Pastors programme is being seen as a pilot initiative which may roll out into other Yorkshire towns and cities. Months of planning have preceeded the training including consultation with representatives from the church, police and community safety agencies to discuss the role of street pastors on inner city streets and to secure funding.
“This community based initiative shows how the church can work in practical ways and engage with young people in a way that can help them turn away from crime,” explains Gloria Hanley Chair of WYACCC. “we are not there to preach but to respond to the vulnerable and anyone who needs a listening ear or support.”
“CRC are committed to enabling the church to take a lead role on this issue of street crime and community safety,” comments Graham Brownlee, CRC’s Chief Executive

“This is an example of where churches in this region are taking a lead on tackling issues of concern in our communities and taking direct action which builds on their presence and distinct contribution in all communities. Our shared aim is to include the whole diversity of the Christian church to deliver a transformation in local communities.” 

Ends

For more information contact Gillian Murray, Media Officer tel. 0113 244 3413 mobile 07971 631049 or email gillian.murray@crc-online.org.uk
or Graham Brownlee Chief Executive tel. 0113 244 3413 or email graham.brownlee@crc-online.org.uk
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Editors Notes:

1. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 as the lead body for faith and regeneration in Yorkshire and the Humber. CRC aims to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the 3,500 churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 

2. CRC provides a voice for faith in the region through the faith seat on the Yorkshire and Humber regional assembly, and holds at £1.5 million contract with Yorkshire Forward to equip churches as integral partners in an inclusive and cohesive society. CRC are accountable to church leaders in the region including black majority church leaders.
3. CRC have partnered with WYACCC to encourage black churches to work together to develop action which makes an increased contribution to the life and vibrancy of all communities in the region. Existing work includes appointment of a Regional Development Coordinator, Mo Elliott who has organised this initiative, promotion of networking and partnership between churches and publication of the first regional directory of Black Majority Churches.

4. Street Pastors is an inter-denominational Church response to urban problems, engaging with people on the streets to care, listen and dialogue. It was pioneered in London in January 2003 by Rev Les Isaac, Director of the Ascension Trust, and has seen some remarkable results, including drops in crime in areas where teams have been working. Visit www.streetpasters.org.uk or tel the Ascension Trust on 0207 771 9770.
5. Street Pastors originated in Jamaica as the churches response to the increasing violence and gun crime in their communities. It started in the UK following the brutal murders of two teenagers Latisha Shakespeare and Charlene Ellis in Birmingham at the beginning of 2003. It involves trained members of the church going out into their communities to interact with young people who gather on street corners. Street Pastors have also successfully worked alongside the police in calming potentially inflammatory incidents. 


Opportunities for Editor and Journalists

Les Isaac dressed in the distinctive Street Pastors uniform jacket, Mo Elliott and Gloria Hanley (also a church leader the area) will be available for photographs and interviews between 8 and 9 pm in Chapeltown, Leeds. Media are then respectfully asked to enable the trainees to be left to conduct this crucial part of their training without interruption and in anonymity and to retain the privacy of any person that may come into contact with Les, Mo and Gloria. Please contact the CRC office to confirm location. Please note that trainees will be unavailable for comment at this time.
For interviews with Les Isaac prior to or following Saturday, please contact the Ascension Trust direct on 0207 771 9770
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