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Press Release 
Archbishop Launches Culture Programme for Churches
Archbishop Sentamu and Church Leaders will gather at Bishopthorpe Palace to launch a programme that highlights the importance of cultural activity in the region’s churches. The Treasures Revealed programme from the Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) has published a leaflet highlighting the range of exciting church-based activities in the region that contribute to the social, cultural and economic life of their local communities. 
Treasures Revealed has developed from the highly successful North Yorkshire Churches Tourism Initiative which more than doubled visitors to churches over three years. Treasures Revealed also aims to strengthen the work of local church members through training events, resources and technical support, encourage innovation and ensure the contribution of churches is recognised by policy makers and funders.
The Archbishop of York, the Most Revd and Rt Hon Dr John Sentamu says, “Churches are primarily places of worship, but have also been used as venues for the arts, teaching, meetings and even at times as hospitals and markets.  Human beings are created to live in communities and to share the rich diversity of interests with which God has endowed them.  The more we can use our buildings to encourage these interests, the better.”
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CRC’s Culture Office, Zoe Kemp comments, “Churches Regional Commission recognise that activities as diverse as art, music, sport, tourism and heritage are some of the key ways in which faith communities can make a significant contribution to life in the region. This contribution has been shown to become greater when churches work together. “ 
Bishopthorpe Palace provides an appropriate backdrop for the launch located in the village of Bishopthorpe outside York, near the A64.  It houses the Archbishop’s offices, public rooms, apartments and, after refurbishment, accommodation for Dr Sentamu and his family.  The Chapel is the oldest part of the Palace, dating from 1241.  The Great Hall was rebuilt in the 17th Century.  Dr Sentamu says, “I am determined that Bishopthorpe Palace will be opened up so that a large number can enjoy it – especially young people.”

The regions 3,600 churches are primarily located in the heart of the region’s rural and urban communities, and are often the only public space that remains available for community use. As well as providing buildings, churches can offer resources, expertise and welcome. This essential contribution is mirrored across other places of worship.
More/…
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The Treasures Revealed leaflet features innovative initiatives from around the region from the North Yorkshire Church Tourism Initiative set up by CRC and the Yorkshire Tourist Board in 2002, to the Bridges project in Bradford which uses music to increase understanding and relationships between young people from different communities. It is hoped that more churches and other places of worship will be inspired to unlock their cultural potential and take advantage of the opportunities available from CRC. The programme will have its first conference ‘Creative Spaces, Vibrant Places’ on March 25th in Wakefield, will launch with its first local festival, Treasures Revealed in Leeds April 29th to May 7th, and is organising a summer programme of practical training for churches. For more information on Treasures Revealed contact Zoe Kemp at CRC 0113 244 3413 or visit online at www.crc-online.org.uk.
Ends
For more information contact Gillian Murray, Media Officer tel. 0113 244 3413 mobile 07971 631049 or email gillian.murray@crc-online.org.uk
or Zoe Kemp Culture Officer tel. 0113 244 3413 or email zoe.kemp@crc-online.org.uk
or John Barton Media Officer to the Archbishop for York tel 01904 707021 email mediaoffice@bishopthorpepalace.co.uk
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Editors Notes:

1. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 as the lead body for faith and regeneration in Yorkshire and the Humber. CRC aims to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the 3,600 churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 

2. CRC holds a £1.5 million contract with Yorkshire Forward to equip churches as integral partners in an inclusive and cohesive society. CRC is accountable to Church leaders of all denominations in the region.

3. Treasures Revealed is a new programme to support creative cultural activities in places of worship. It aims provide technical assistance and support to local initiatives, liaise with church leaders, officers and local volunteers, raise awareness of the diverse cultural activities that take place in places of worship and ensure that policy and funding agencies recognise the contribution made by faiths to the region’s cultural, social and economic landscape.
Opportunities for editors and journalists:
Photographs and a brief question and answer session between 12.45 - 1.15 on Monday 23rd January at Bishopthorpe Palace. Archbishop Sentamu, 14 of the region’s key church leaders, Zoe Kemp, Culture Officer in charge of Treasures Revealed church culture programme and Inderjit Bhogal Director of the Yorkshire and Humber Faiths Forum will gather with the heritage and architecture of Bishopthorpe Palace providing the backdrop. More detailed interviews can be arranged with Zoe Kemp, Culture Officer. Archbishop Sentamu is not available for interview.
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