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Press Release
Hague Visit Highlights Significance of Buying Local
Richmondshire MP, William Hague was in Leyburn Market Place today with Bob Baker, the area’s new Rural Development Officer to highlight the role that buying local produce plays in assisting the region’s economy. Bob’s role was created to bring support and assistance to some of the most badly hit farming communities and rural businesses in North Yorkshire. This job was created through a partnership of Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC), Farm Crisis Network and the local churches in response to the hardship encountered by farmers and their families in the most northerly Yorkshire dales of Swaledale, Wensleydale and Arkengarthdale. Funding from Yorkshire Forward has also supported this CRC initiative. 

Bob’s role aims to harness the advice and support available to improve the take up of services for farm and rural business development. Despite 27 years in farming, Bob acknowledges that he doesn’t have all the answers himself, but by working in partnership with a wide range of agencies and support services he is able to help others access the support they need. 
“The ongoing viability of farm and rural businesses will be significantly assisted through the purchase of local produce by businesses and organisations as well as the individual householder” comments Bob Baker. “And not only farm produce, buying local services support businesses and the economy for all who live and enjoy the area.”

“I would encourage us all to support our local farm businesses and farming way of life. comments William Hague, MP. “I applaud this excellent initiative taken by Churches Regional Commission and particularly the practical steps taken to help economic development in rural areas.”
Hague Visit Highlights Significance of Buying Local 2/…
 “Bob’s role shows how churches, central to all rural communities, can spearhead a renaissance within their own communities” comments Graham Brownlee, Chief Executive of Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber. “Churches also have a role in promoting the purchase of local produce to support their communities.”
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Editors Notes:

1. Bob Baker was appointed Rural Development Officer for Swaledale, Wensleydale and Arkengarthdale in Dec 2003. He has a family history in farming and is also a district councillor and active Methodist.

2. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) was established in 1998 to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 
3. CRC holds the faith seat on the Yorkshire and Humber regional assembly, the region’s strategic partnership.
4. The CRC receives significant funding from the Yorkshire Forward to equip churches as integral partners in an inclusive and cohesive society.
5. Churches are a significant force on this region:

a. there are more than 3600 churches in our region;
b. they engage in some 6500 social action projects;

c. between 50,000 and 70,000 churchgoers are regularly involved in church social action and are twice as likely to volunteer for social projects than the rest of the population;

d. over 150,000 people benefit regularly from church projects.

6. About CRC’s Sowing the Seed report:

"We welcome this timely and excellent report from the Churches Regional Commission and hope that it will broaden the discussion. Whilst the central role of the rural church is known and understood at regional level, Sowing the Seed begins to highlight the extent of the need and of the response."  Gordon Kingston, Rural Director, Government Office for Yorkshire and the Humber.

"At a time of unprecedented change in rural areas the quality and messages of Sowing the Seed are worthy of national attention. This report highlights the presence and capacity of the church to respond to local and national needs as demonstrated in its response to the foot and mouth crisis that still impacts on local communities." the Archbishop of York.
Opportunities for Journalists / Editors

1. Photography:

a. Photos available: William Hague MP with Bob Baker, Rural Development Officer and Graham Brownlee, CRC’s Chief Executive in the Market Place in Leyburn.
b. Bob Baker meeting with local farmers and business people in and around Leyburn (e.g. auction mart, market stall etc.)
2. Interviews / further information

a. Howard Petch MBE former Principal of Bishop Burton College of Agriculture, CRC vice-chair and Director, Yorkshire Chairman and founder member of Farm Crisis Network 

b. Graham Brownlee, Chief Executive and Julian Cummins Chair of Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber

c. Bob Baker, Rural Development Officer
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