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Press Release
Convention highlights key role of churches in challenging social inequality
A major convention on social action highlighted to significant role played by church based groups across the Yorkshire and Humber region at a time when the economic value of church social action is estimated at between £55 and £75 million. The conference organised by the Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) on Friday 16th May at the Magna, Rotherham, addressed how churches challenge inequality with integrity, and promoted opportunities for future action.
170 delegates representing a range of initiatives attended the conference featuring the Rt Rev Dr James Jones Bishop of Liverpool and Kathy Galloway Leader of the Iona Community. David Rayner, the Secretary of the Inner Cities Religious Council provided the government’s perspective.
“The most important factor in getting a community to rise again is the determination of local people to make it a better place to live and work,” commented Rt Rev Dr James Jones, Bishop of Liverpool and Chair of New Deal for Communities (Kensington, Liverpool)
“I think there is a very exciting challenge for churches to be enablers of facilitators of dialogue,” commented Kathy Galloway. “Their historic role, their visibility in local communities, and very often the fact that they can offer public space makes this a real possibility.”

More/…

Convention highlights key role of churches in challenging social inequality 2/…
 “This convention has demonstrated the level of engagement.” comments Rev Dr Julian Cummins Chair of CRC. “The challenge for CRC remains to be at the forefront of activity in the faith communities, successfully enabling partnerships in regeneration.” 
Convention papers and details of other events, projects and publications are available from CRC on 0113 244 3413 or www.yorkshirechurches.org.uk.
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Editors Notes:

1. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber was established in 1998 to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. Funded by Yorkshire Forward, CRC holds the faith seat on the Yorkshire and Humber regional assembly.
2. Churches are a significant force on this region:

a. there are more than 3600 churches in our region;
b. they engage in some 6500 social action projects;

c. between 50,000 and 70,000 churchgoers are regularly involved in church social action and are twice as likely to volunteer for social projects than the rest of the population;

d. over 150,000 people benefit regularly from church projects.

3. Rt Rev Dr James Jones Bishop of Hull 1994 – 1998, Bishop of Liverpool 1998 – Chair of New Deal for Communities (Kensington, Liverpool) President of the Church Pastoral Aid Society and Chair of Board of Mission for Church of England. Special interests include urban regeneration, the role of the voluntary sector in community renewal and the engagement of faith with contemporary culture.
4. Kathy Galloway was ordained as a minister of the Church of Scotland in 1977 and elected leader of the iona Community in 2002. She has worked as a practical theologian in the community for Episcopal, Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist, Society of Friends and Roman Catholic churches. Most recently she was employed by Church Action on Poverty as its Scottish linkworker

5. Rev Dr Julian Cummins is an Anglican priest who works both in business and in the church. He was a Board member of Yorkshire Forward from its inception in 1998 – 2002 and chaired the People committee.
6. convention notes including action points highlighted from the 11 workshops will be available in the forthcoming issue of Spirit Level, CRC’s regular newsletter.
Picture caption: Key speakers at the CRC convention view the Big Melt at Magna (left to right) Rev Dr Julian Cummins, chair of CRC, Kathy Galloway, leader of the Iona Community, and Rt Rev Dr James Jones Bishop of Liverpool.
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