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PRESS RELEASE

Launch of Forum will provide Voice for Faiths
The Most Revd Dr John Sentamu, the new Archbishop of York will attend his first high profile public engagement to launch a new Faiths Forum for Yorkshire and the Humber later this week.

The Forum, which aims to give faith communities a bigger voice in the region, represents a significant development at this challenging time for inter-faith relations in Yorkshire and Humber. 

A ceremony at Leeds Town Hall on Thursday December 8th will see the launch of the organisation giving different faith communities the chance to play an important role in drawing up regional strategies on key issues such as health, transport and social inclusion.
It has been set up following research carried out by Professor Kim Knott, from the University of Leeds, on behalf of a regional multi-faiths steering group. This looked at how faith communities could contribute to the regional agenda, what the role of a forum would be and who could be involved.

More/…
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New Director Inderjit Singh Bhogal will be responsible for the day-to-day decision-making and development of the Forum, which has been set up following work by regional bodies including the Yorkshire and Humber Assembly, the Government’s Regional Office, Yorkshire Forward and the Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC).

Archbishop Sentamu commented: “It is very important that the voices of people of faith are heard by policy makers in the region, and that faith communities work together for peace and justice in our villages, towns and cities. I believe that the new Yorkshire and Humber Faiths Forum has a tremendous opportunity to enable this to happen and to make sure that the positive contributions faith communities make in Yorkshire and the Humber become more widely known and valued.”
Forum Director, Inderjit Bhogal, who has been awarded an OBE in recognition for his services to interfaith relations, is aware that the region’s diversity which is welcomed by some, threatens others.
He commented, “Prejudice and discrimination is increasingly about religion and religious identity as well as about race and racial identity. Our region had the largest vote for the BNP at the last General Election. The challenge that faces us all now is to help everyone to move on from intolerance or tolerance of those who are different towards welcome, acceptance, belonging and working together.”

More/…
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Chair of the Forum launch, Sajda Shah of Scunthorpe comments, “As a Muslim British Woman I have found the development of the Yorkshire and Humber Faiths both a refreshing and inclusive process. Faith communities provide many services which contribute to the economic regeneration and development of our region. This is a real opportunity for faith communities.  The process to date has set an example in how individuals from all walks of life, from all corners of the region and of different faiths can work together to ensure that faith communities have a collective voice in the region.”  

John Battle the PMs faith envoy and West Leeds MP, was among those welcoming the launch of the Forum. He said: "In today's world the global really is local. Tensions and conflicts elsewhere in the world swell up in our own streets and tower blocks. Contrary to expectations, faith communities help shape the public realm for most of the worlds’ peoples. Working together our faith communities can restore broken relationships and contribute to building a better future. We start building here."

Other support came from Agnes Grunwald-Spier, a Holocaust survivor and Sheffield Deputy at the Board of Deputies of British Jews, who said:  “With my background I know how important it is that people from different faith backgrounds know and understand each other. Our faiths have a great deal in common and we should dwell on the similarities, rather than emphasizing the differences. Hopefully at the same time we will be able to celebrate our diversity and enrich the lives of people of the region. “


More/…
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And Acting Chief Executive of CRC, Liz Carnelley commented, “Faith communities are already involved in social action, education and cohesion, often with the most marginalised in our communities. Their experience, expertise and views are a vital resource in effective policy making. Also, there is already much work being done by faiths to promote better understanding and overcome fear and division to create a better society for all and I hope that the new Forum will enable more of this to happen.”
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For more information contact:

Gillian Murray, Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber 0113 244 3413 07971 631049

Iain Lovell, Communications Manager, Yorkshire and Humber Assembly, tel 01924 331583, e-mail iain.lovell@yhassembly.gov.uk.

OR Inderjit Bhogal, Director, the Yorkshire and Humber Faiths Forum 0113 380 4861, inderjit.bhogal@yorkshireandhumberfaiths.org.uk

Notes for Editors

1. The Yorkshire and Humber Faiths Forum was established in 2005 to:

 - represent faith communities to regional bodies, making sure that the issues faced by them are considered at regional level;

 - develop the capacity of faith communities to make Yorkshire and Humber a better region through action and local influence;

 - encourage faith communities to work in partnership to the benefit of local communities.

2. Inderjit Bhogal was formerly a Director of the Urban Theology Unit, is a member of the Home Office’s Race Equality Advisory Panel and has received an OBE in recognition of his services to interfaith relations. He is ordained as a Methodist Minister as was President of the Methodist Conference in (2000).
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3. 21 Council Members will drive the work of the Yorkshire and Humber Faiths Forum and will include the nine world faiths: 20 members have so far been confirmed.
Bahai:

Mr Daryoush Mazloum, Bahai (York)

Buddhist:
Christina Moss, Buddhist (Harrogate)

Christian:
Revd Neil Bishop, Methodist (Leeds)

Mrs Patricia Farrell, Black Led Churches (Leeds)

Revd Michael Cooney, Anglican (Scunthorpe)

Revd Graham Brownlee, Baptist (Wakefield)

Rt Revd Tony Robinson, Anglican (Wakefield)

Cllr Rowan Blake-James, Roman Catholic (Pocklington)

Helen Brand (Skipton)

Revd John Davis, Anglican (Selby)

Mr Dominic Moghul, Anglican (Bradford)

Hindu:

Miss Kiran Bali (Huddersfield)
Joniah Partasarathi (Halifax)

Jewish
Rabbi Ian David Morris (Leeds)

Agnes Grunwald-Spier (Sheffield)

Muslim:
Ms Nahida Majid (Huddersfield)

Ms Sajda Shah (Scunthorpe)

Mufti Yusuf Akudi (Batley)

Sikh:

Mrs Satwant Rait (Leeds)

Mr Harbans Singh Sagoo (Leeds)

4. Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber (CRC) aims to represent the churches to regional bodies, advocate the significance of faith in the life of the region and work as partners in regeneration. Together with the Yorkshire and Humber Assembly, they have been working to find a way for a diversity of faith voices to be heard.

5. The Yorkshire and Humber Assembly is the strategic regional partnership, led by the region's 22 local authorities.  It brings together key partners to promote the economic, social and environmental well being of everyone who lives and works in the region.   It is a voluntary organisation, with members drawn from local authorities and the social, environmental and economic sectors within the region.
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Opportunities for Journalists

A press questions and answers session and photo opportunity will be held with The Most Revd Dr John Sentamu Archbishop of York, Sajda Shah, Chair of the Yorkshire and Humber Faiths Forum launch event and Inderjit Bhogal, Director of the Yorkshire and Humber Faiths Forum at 12.45 pm in Leeds Town Hall. Filming in the Hall will require prior permission from Leeds Town Hall.

Yorkshire and Humber Faiths Forum Council members representing different faiths, CRC and YHA representatives will be available for interview and comment on request through Gillian Murray or Iain Lovell (details above).

Other Council Member quotes:

Dr Satwant Rait, Sikh author from Leeds comments: “The aim of this forum is to give voice to faith communities.   It is very good idea to involve grass root people and take their views into consideration while making policy.  The Sikh community have welcomed this idea and fully support the aims and work of the forum. I am sure lot more Sikhs will show their interest in the time to come.” 

Revd Graham Brownlee, Regional Minister for the Yorkshire Baptist Association and Wakefield resident comments: “Faith is a good thing for our region which offer something that can not be found in any other way. The Yorkshire and Humber Faiths Forum gives us a fantastic opportunity for faiths to work together to bring hope and opportunity for all.”

Kiran Bali, Chairman of the Interfaith Council, Huddersfield and Hindu Leader comments, “We as Faith communities have a unifying role to play within the development of our region. Faith has a cleansing effect on Society and thus aids community cohesion, partnership and greater understanding and acceptance. This in turn helps us to realise our common purpose and how we can develop our region positively and celebrate our unity in diversity. Faith communities bring discipline and the great positive messages that each faith preaches. They also bring a sense of strength and good will to our region which results in aggregated development and enrichment in all spheres. Consequently the seed we have sown in the form of the Faiths Forum, will secure a flourished future for all.

More/…
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Mr Daryoush Mazloum, A Bahai of York comments, “"There is no doubt that the Faiths Forum is a long awaited development in the region which represents its own unique concept of unity in diversity. We hope that this process will bring to fruition a kind of unity of thoughts and actions that will be able to utilise more effectively the available opportunities and resources latent within the faith communities as well as those offered to them for the betterment of the personal and social life of everyone in the region.
Baha’is ardently support and are delighted by any such developments as the Faiths Forum where the faith communities are able to have a unified voice and which is yet another practical step towards the realization of the unity of mankind and social cohesion of different segments of the society."
John Davis, an Anglican Christian based in the Selby area, works as the senior chaplain of an ecumenical industrial mission team, he comments: “Events from around the world and closer to home remind us of the need to listen more closely to one another if we are to understand one another’s aspirations.  Faith communities have the potential to extend our horizons beyond the immediate and material needs, to make sense of the diverse experiences throughout life, and to be a catalyst of increased social justice, social inclusion, community integration, and mutual responsibility for fellow people and creation as a whole.”
Christina Moss of the Dechen Buddhist Community, Harrogate comments, “The Dechen Buddhist community looks forward to cooperating with other Faith Forum members to promote thoughtfulness, respect for the person and commonality of action in our regional organisations.
