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Press Release
Referendum announcement welcomed by Church representatives
Today’s referendum announcement by John Prescott has been applauded by the Churches Regional Commission (CRC) representing Churches across Yorkshire and the Humber. A referendum will give people the right to decide which is preferable to non democratic decisions by opinion makers.

The CRC supports the formation of a directly elected regional government which ensures that all stakeholders in the region have a full and integral part in a regional assembly. Also, taking decisions about this region in this region provides greater opportunities to make a real difference to people living in the region.
 The churches had backed the creation of the Regional Development Agencies from 1997 and have played an active part in regional institutions since, including a seat on the Yorkshire and Humber Assembly. Thorough involvement of all stakeholders who make the region work and share in the delivery of vital opportunities and services to the people of the region is central to the CRC’s thinking. The CRC is committed to establishing clear targets to show how regional governance is making a real difference to people’s lives in Yorkshire and the Humber and that appropriate resources are made available to enable this.
Revd Dr Julian Cummins, Chair of the CRC comments 'Church leaders backed a referendum in the consultation conducted by the Government.  Churches have been active in the present regional structures, and will play an active part in the campaign which will now follow.'
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For more information contact Gillian Murray, Media Officer tel. 0113 244 3413 or email Gillian.murray@yorkshirechurches.or.uk
or Graham Brownlee Chief Executive tel. 0113 244 3413 email graham.brownlee@yorkshirechurches.org.uk
Ref CRC 03004   June 16th 2003
Editors Notes:

1. The Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber was established in 1998 to assert the significance of faith in the life of the region, to represent the churches to regional institutions and to enable the churches to act as partners in regeneration. 
2. CRC holds the faith seat on the Yorkshire and Humber regional assembly, the region’s strategic partnership.
3. The CRC receives significant funding from the Yorkshire Forward to equip churches as integral partners in an inclusive and cohesive society.
4. Churches are a significant force on this region:

a. there are more than 3600 churches in our region;
b. they engage in some 6500 social action projects;

c. between 50,000 and 70,000 churchgoers are regularly involved in church social action and are twice as likely to volunteer for social projects than the rest of the population;

d. over 150,000 people benefit regularly from church projects.

5. Rev Dr Julian Cummins is an Anglican priest who works both in business and in the church. He was a Board member of Yorkshire Forward from its inception in 1998 – 2002 and chaired the People committee.
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